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26" March, 2021 : JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS OF BANGLADESH

Y es, today is the fiftieth anniversary of the Independence of Bangladesh. This day is preceded by
one year of celebration of the birth centenary of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Raham, the Father
of the Nation.

The two jubilee celebrations are being climaxed with ten day national celebrations in Dhaka with
the presence of five national leaders of the South Asian countries along with quite a few number
of signing of MoUs on different issues highlighting the rel ationships and at the same time opening
new horizons of the spirit of dialogue, encounter, cooperation, connectivity and cultural harmony
in the region of South Asia

More than two dozens of heads of the states, including His Holiness Pope Francis, have sent their
greetings on videos appreciating unimaginable achievements in almost all sectors within such a
short time for a new nation.

Holy Father Pope Francis remembering his visit at the end of 2017, highlighted the cultura and
inter-religious harmony, spirit of encounter and dialogue among the diverse communities both
ethnic and religious that exist in Bangladesh.

Holy Father appeal s to the young people of the nation to work for the poor and involve themsel ves
actively in building the young nation.

Finally the Holy Father ushered his blessings to all the people of the nation as a Spiritual Leader.

Today is the finale of the celebrations with the presence of Honourable Prime Minister of India,
Norendra Modi at the location of the official reception in Dhaka. The presence of the Prime
Minister of India, is the celebration of memories of the assistance given in the struggle for
independence fifty years ago.

Together with the Archbishop of Dhaka, Most Rev. Bijoy N. Cruze, omi and the Auxiliary Bishop
Shorot Francis Gomes, | will be present for the official reception and celebration that will take
place this afternoon, afew hours from now.



In the midst of the joyous celebrations there is a note of sadness. For political reasons, not all the
people could join in the common cel ebrations of the Golden Jubilee of Independence of the Golden
Benga - “Shonar Bangla’.

| feel the words of the Holy Father Pope Francis on the occasion gave a prophetic message to the
nation to build a culture of encounter and dialogue as we launch our journey from now to the
Platinum Jubilee of the Independence of Bangladesh.

On this day of Independence, let us commit ourselves to build a nation with social friendship in
view of human fraternity manifested in justice, peace, solidarity, unity and happiness for the poor
as envisioned by the Father of the Nation.

Cardinal Patrick D’ Rozario, csc.
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March 3, 2021: Monthly Intention : Sarament of Reconcilation

Dear Friends of Jesus,

Pope Francis prayer intention for March seeks to highlight the joy that the Sacrament of
Reconciliation brings, and reminds us that it’s a loving and merciful encounter between us and
God.

“Let us pray that we may experience the Sacrament of Reconciliation with renewed depth, to taste
the forgiveness and infinite mercy of God,” Pope Francis asks.

This month’s video opens with the Pope himself going to confession, “in order to be healed, to
heal my soul.”

“Jesus waits for us, listens to us and forgives us’ “In the heart of God, we come before our
mistakes,” says the Holy Father in The Pope Video, highlighting “The center of confession is not
the sins we declare, but the divine love we receive, of which we are always in need,” the Pope
adds.

Cardina Patrick D'Rozario

9-18 February, 2021 : Visit to Chattogram Diocese

My recent trip to all the Parishes of Chattogram Archdiocese except Noakhali, took place
from February 9-18. The visits were memorial reminiscences of the past as pilgrimage to



the history and witnessing the present development after 11 years of departure from
Chattogram in 2011 January.

FEB. 9 : Chattogram

FEB. 10-11: Khagrachori and Rangamati.

FEB. 12: Diang Pilgrimage and Chattogram.

FEB. 13: Lama Akhirampara and Alikadam

FEB. 14-15 Thanchi

FEB. 15-16 Bolipara and Roangchori.

FEB. 16-17: Bandarban

FEB. 18: Return to Dhaka.

Thanks to everyone who were involved in making the trip Possible and who have accepted
the trip as expressions of love and celebrations of the history.

Cardinal Patrick D'Rozario.
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15th October, 2021 : Residence at the CBCB after Retirement

With the announcement of my retirement as Archbishop of Dhaka on 30th September and after
handing over the charge to the elected Diocesan Administrator, Bishop Shorot Francis Gomes
and the Consulters of the Archdiocese on Oct. 5, | now move to CBCB Center, Mohammadpur,
Dhaka on 15 Oct. 2020.

Another new phase of my life starts, although not clear how it will be, but | believe and hope it
will bealifefull of joy that | experience now, joy of surprises and satisfaction that await in
future. God's Providence shall carry me on.

My only prayer isthat you remember me in your loving prayers.

Gratefully Y our former Shepherd,

Cardina Patrick D'Rozario, CSC.
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October 1, 2020: Day of Retirement: Reflection on My Ministry



At the end of the 30th Anniversary of Ordination as Bishop and on the occasion of the retirement
as Archbishop of Dhaka, on the Vigil of my Birthday on October 1, 2020, | share the following
brief Reflection on Ministry highlighting certain inspiration, thoughts and areas.

Introduction:

1943-1971 (28 years): Childhood, School and College days, Seminary Formation.

It isreflection on my ministry from 1972-2020: 48 years

Divided into Four Phases in my ministries with Unique Experience in each.

Three Functions of the Ministers are always present: sanctifying, teaching and governing.

I. Ministry asHoly Cross Priest: 1972-1990: 18 years
1) Initia Pastora Ministry in a Parish: Parish ministry, relief and rehabilitation work, exposures
to people of other religions and Christian denominations

2) Theological Studies. Morality and Christian Life.
3) Formation Work in the Seminary and Scholasticate, and Teaching in the Mgjor Seminary

4) Responding to the Urgent Needs of the Church as Team of Diocesan and Holy Cross priests
(Fr. Sima, Fr. Bernard, Fr. Benjamin and Fr. Jyoti Gomes; like “Shebadol”): Renewal of the
Church; Inculturation in Local Church; Liturgy; Seminars on different Issues and Groups,
Developing Bengali Christian literatures and publications; Pratibebeshi and Social
Communications, Priestly and Religious Formation; Jubo Shebadol, National Centre for
Pastoral Services (NCPS), beginning of CBCB Secretariat (1996), Pastoral Planning, etc.

5) Diocesan Pastoral and Retreat Center: Diocesan Pastoral Team for the Diocese of Chittagong.
(1983-1990); Parish Ministry in 3 Parishes and formation in al parishesin the Diocese through
Pastoral Service Team.

I1. Ministry as Bishop of Rajshahi (1990-1995) =5 years
1) Word of God: John 21:17: Call of Peter:
“Simon, son of John, Do you love me? ... Feed my lamb”.
The same Call repeated in different contexts.
2) “Milon Shodhonay Mogno Ontore” (June 8, 1990, the Feast of the Holy Trinity)
3) Vocation to be a Shepherd of the People to whom | am sent:
a) Amazing, disturbing and consoling message
b) People of unknown areas, different ethnic groups, adibashis, cultures, Priests and Religious

4) Ministries: Shepherd knowing the people and people knowing the Shepherd.
Promoting spirit and Mechanism for Evangelization and Pastoral Care

[11. Ministry as Bishop of Chittagong (1995-2010) = 15 years

1) Word of God: Luke 4:18-19: Anointed by the Holy Spirit.

“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, for he has anointed me to bring the good news... to proclaim a
year of favour from the Lord.”

2) Vocation: to be Shepherd to English Speaking people, Bengali people with different traditions,
and tribals/adibashis in Chittagong Hill Tracts.

3) Ministries: Evangelization: Proclamation, inter-faith and inter-denominational dialogue and to
bring the Gospel into the cultures of the peoples.



(a) Formation and Training: Catechism of the Catholic Church:
Priests, Religious and the Laity
(b) Pastoral Planning at all levels focusing on Family and Basic Communities.

IV. Ministry as Archbishop of Dhaka (2011-2020) = 10 Years

1) Word of God: John 17:11: Priestly Prayer of Jesus: “So that they be one”

2) Vocation: to be Shepherd with its dignity, Shepherd of Unity and Communion

3) Ministries:
(1) To promote Church as Communion, Mystery and Mission: (a) Spiritual communion with
Jesus; (b) communion of call to holiness; (c) communion of three states of life: family, Priests
and Religious; (d) communion of hierarchical and Charismatic gifts () Communion of three
functions: Sanctifying, teaching and governing.
(2) Teaching on the Understanding of the Church according to Vatican — 11 and post-Vatican
(3) Teachings of the Church.
(4) Christian Formation of Laity asthe first priority

V. Conclusion : Experiences and Gratitude:

(8) Joy of experiencing Church as Communion; a satisfaction of personal dream.

(b) Joy of seeing the Church moving to right direction for self-understanding.

(c) Joy of experiencing, as part of Hierarchical Gift, the Church which is enriched with so many
Charismatic Gifts (Consecrated Life) in the Archdiocese and with so many laudabl e individual
gifts of the Priests, Religious and the Laity.

(d) Joy of dreaming, that Communion among the Laity, Priests and the Religious will manifest
more and more in the Church to come.

(e) Joy of hoping that the Laity and their leaders will be provided and will receive regular and
more effective formation in Christian life and values, mind and spirit, witness and actions, so
that they become more and communion of ‘ Saints” as Lay faithful.

(f) Findlly, joy of being loved and supported, of being accepted and assisted, of being guided and
counseled, and always being remembered in prayers and wishes; al as spirit of collegiality of
yours in one priesthood.



