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SOME POINTS FOR REFLECTION

Cardinal Patrick D’Rozario, csc.

| have been constantly looking at Pope Francis. Amazing to see his life-style, ideas, values, words,
reflections and his actions.

Looking at him, the following points | have noted down for myself, which is a constant reminder for my
life and ministry, as well as continuous mirror to see myself, reflecting my positive and negative image of
myself. As an elder Bishop | share these points out of fraternal charity.

As pastors, we are the first followers of Jesus, our Good Shepherd, having a mind and heart of Jesus,
following his Gospel and Values of the Kingdom of God, that he has come to minister.

Sincere and constant recognition of our weaknesses and sinfulness is the first step to holiness,
surrendering at the love and mercy of Jesus, experiencing the joy of the Gospel and the joy of forgiveness
received from Jesus. Humility in all matters brings us closer to Jesus our pastor.

As pastors in our three spiritual, preaching and governing functions, we keep always focused on the vision
of the Church which has been provided by the Second Vatican council: Church as Communion, Church as
Mystery and Church as Mission. This vision be present in all our thinking, planning, decision-making,
evaluating, directing, etc.

The synodal Church is the process of implementation of the vision of the Church emphasizing communion,
participation and missionary discipleship.

a) Communion: divine and spiritual, fraternal and environmental;, communion among the three
vocations -- Lay Faithful, People of Consecrated Life, Priests and Bishops; We Bishops are signs
and witnesses of the communion.

b) Participation: of everyone, man and woman, because of baptismal vocation of all and ministerial
participation because of the Holy Order. Both these gifts of the Holy Spirit are given in the Church.



c) Mission: Mission of communion, mission of participation, mission of witnessing Gospel values
after the example of Jesus. Our mission is the threefold mission of Jesus: of sanctifying, of
teaching Gospel, which is the Truth, and governing in order to bring the Kingdom of God.

Listening to the Holy Spirit is the fundamental element of a Synodal Church. What does the Holy Spirit say
to me, to others and to the Church in this particular time, situation, context, questions or matters? For
this we need prayerful listening, discernment and dialogue with God personally and with others
individually and in community.

Recently one Religious Sister, a Secretary of the Dicastery of Bishops, said in front of the Holy Father, there
is a no ideal bishop. But he has to be shepherd who is “close to the people entrusted to him, he has to
know how to involve Priests, Laity and Religious, and people of different generations.”

Pope Francis is a Reformer of the Catholic Church basing everything on Jesus and his Gospel and motivated
by the Second Vatican Council with constant discovery of its novelty. His recent publication of the
Apostolic Constitution, Preadicate Evangelium, Preaching of the Gospel, is an excellent document
enfleshing or incarnating the Gospel of Jesus and the Second Vatican Council as far as the vision of the
Church in general and the administration of the Church in particular is concerned.

Preadicate Evangelium is a hand book of the Church for guiding Roman Curia which is at the service of
the Holy See and at the same time for the mission of the particular Churches. Itis in the same way, all our
diocesan and episcopal bodies are at the service of the Bishop and for the Service of the Church.

Pope Francis has called a meeting of the Cardinals at the end of August this year to study the Apostolic
Constitutions. | am sure after the meeting everyone will be much more enlightened. But for the time
being the points that draw my attention most, are the following:

Participation of Women in Decision-making responsibility: Examples: Pope Francis’s clear direction and
actual implementation by appointing three Women Religious in the Dicastery for Bishops; 31% of Roman
Curia are now women. In the Dicastery for the laity and family, out of 37 workers 34 are lay Faithful.

The questions that | always have: how to make the laity, particularly women, imbued with Christian
motivation, professionalism and competence for the important functions entrusted to them already or
will be given in future?

At the background of the Synodal Church, the challenges that Cardinal Grech, the Prefect of the Dicastery
for Bishops wrote in the Letter to the Priests on the occasion of Holy Thursday this year, remains always
valid for us: clericalism, intellectualism and formalism of the priests.

A long-term studies and an on-going questions will be there as to the contextualization of the Preadicate
Evangelium, mainly focusing on the vision and process of implementation.

In conclusion, the scenes that come to my mind are the images of the recent visit of Pope Francis in
Canada, the attitude and spirituality that he witnessed, healing and reconciliation of the past wounds that
he attempted, saying sorry and asking forgiveness so many times, words of encouragement in the midst
of weight of evil history and present remorse. This visit somehow summed up and witnessed for whatever
he stands for as a follower of Christ. Let me quote one passage of Pope’s prayer offered being alone, at
the bank of the Lake of St. Anne (the picture of the event speaks much more):



“All of us need the healing that comes from Jesus, the physician of souls and bodies. Lord, as the people
on the shores of the Sea of Galilee were not afraid to cry out to you with their needs, so we come to you
this evening, with whatever pain we bear within us, we bring to you our weariness and our struggles, the
wounds of the violence suffered by our Indigenous brothers and sisters. In this blessed place, where
harmony and peace reign, we present to you the disharmony of our experiences, the terrible effects of
colonization, the indelible pain of so many families, grandparents, and children, help us to be healed of our
wounds.”

At the end of the Pope’s visit in Canada | twitted a message saying something like this: “In his Canada
Visit, Pope Francis sums up the messages of: Evangelii Gaudium, Laudato Si, Gaudete et Exsultate,
Misericordia et Misera and Fratelli Tutti”.

1 August, 2022.
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1. Ep. Com. for Liturgy and Prayer (EC-LP) - 1966
Evolution: East Pakistan Liturgical Commission (1966); Bangladesh Liturgical Commission (1971); Desk:
Charismative Renewal (1979); Present name and Constituions (2003).

2.  Ep. Com. for Catechetics and Biblical Apostolate (EC-CBA) — 1975



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Evolution: Translation Committee for Catechism Books (1970); National Social Catehetical Training Center
(1973); Catechetical Commission (1975); Desk: Biblical Apostolate (1988); Present Name and Constitutions
(2004)

Ep. Com. for Family Life (EC-FL) — 1972

Evolution: Family Commission (1972); Christian Family Welfare Committee (1973); Natural Family Planning
Center (1976); Family Service Centre (1987); Present Name and Constitutions (2004).

Ep. Com. for Health Care (EC-HC) 2003
Evolution: Catholic Nurses Guild (1979); ABCD ( ); Ministry to the Disabled Person ().

Ep. Com. for Justice and Peace (EC-JP) 1974
Evolution: Desk for Migrants and Refugees (2010); Desk for Protection of Children (2018); Desk for Climate
Change (2017 ); Desk for Prison Ministry (2018 ); Present Name and Constitutions (2004)

Ep. Com. for Christian Unity and Inter-Religious Dialogue (EC-CUID) 1974
Evolution: Commission for “Non-Christian and Christian Unity” (1974); Present Name and Constitutions
(2004)

Ep. Com. for Social Communication (EC-SC) — 1974
Evolution: Pratibeshi (1941), Pratibeshi Prakashoni (1978); Jerry Printing (1982)); Present Name and
Constitutions (2004)

Ep. Com. for Youth (EC-Y) — 1998
Evolution: Catholic Jubo Shebadol (1976); Commission (1998); Present Name and Consitutions (2004)

Ep. Com. for Laity (EC-L) — 2003
Evolution: Christian Communities Program (1976) now a Desk (2008); Desk for Women (2003); Desk for Lay
Associations and Organizations (2016); Present Name and Constitutions (2004)

Ep. Com. for Clergy and Religious (EC-CR) — 2003
Evolution: Bangladesh Conference For Religious (BCR-1978); Bangadesh Diocesan Priests Fraternity (BDPF —
1985)

Ep. Com. for Seminary (EC-S) 1977;
Evolution: Ad Hoc Seminary Commission (1970); Seminary Commission (1974) Ep. Com. for Seminary (1977);
Present name and Constitutions —2004.

Ep. Com. for Evangelization and Promotion of PMS (ECE-PMS) — 2004
Evolution: P.M.S. (1972); Present Name and Constitutions — 2004.

Ep. Com. for Doctrine (2019)

Ep. Com. for Theological Concerns (2019)

Bangladesh Catholic Education Board (BCEB) — 2009; Reg. 2013.
Evolution: Bangladesh Christian Parishad (1970); Episcopal Commission for Catholic Education (1985)
Bangladesh Christian Education Commission (2003); Present Name and Constitutions (2009).

Caritas Bangladesh (CB-1976)



East Pakistan Caritas (1967); Chittagong Organization for Rehabilitation and Development (CORD) — 1970;
Christian Organization for Relief and Rehabilitation (CORR) — 1971; CORR Registered 1972; CORR-CARITAS
(1976); Silver Jubilee of Caritas (1997); Golden Jubilee of Caritas (2022); Present name and Statutes (1976)

17. CBCB Secretariate Bye-laws (2004)
CBCB was establisehd in 1971; National Center for Pastoral Serviceses (1978); CBCB decided to set up CBCB
Secretariat at Mohammadpur (1990); a Deputy-Secretary General inially worked from the Archbishop’s House
(1995); Seminar for Secretaries (2009); CBCB Center was inaugurated on May 1996. CBCB Trust (Reg.) -2012;
Extension of the New Building — 2010-2014-2016.

18. Guidelines for For Episcopal Commissions: Relationship beween the Episcopal
Commissions and the Dioceses” (March 2010)

Presented at the occasion of the Golden Jubilee Celebration of CBCB on May 26, 2022.

Sources/Bibliography
1. Pakistan Catholic Bishops Conference, Minutes, Archive, Archbishop’s House, Dhaka
2. East Pakistan Caathlic Bishops Meeting, Minutes, Archive, Archbishop’s House, Dhaka.
3. Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Bangladesh (CBCB), Minutes, Archive Archbishop’s House, CBCB
Secretariat, Dhaka.
4. CBCB Pastoral Letters and Pastoral Documents, Personal Collections of Cardinal Patrick D’Rozario, csc.

¢. JifeaE ns Tamsife, Pl RETeT ¢ a7 FFFe, ST 8 3T 8, > AFRF, 03, FfRFfT
671731?[, OIST
6. Catholic Directories 1973-2019.
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