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October 25, 2023

Pope Francis intervenes at the synod, calling clericalism a‘scourge’ that ‘enslaves God' s people
VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- Pope Francis told members of the synod on synodality that they should
respect and honor the faith of al baptized Catholics, including the women, trusting “the holy, faithful
people of God” who continue to believe even when their pastors act like dictators.

“I like to think of the church as the simple and humble people who walk in the presence of the Lord -
- the faithful people of God,” hetold participants at the assembly of the Synod of Bishops Oct. 25.

“One of the characteristics of thisfaithful peopleisitsinfalibility -- yes, itisinfaliblein
‘credendo,’” in belief, asthe Second Vatican Council taught, he said.

“And here | would like to emphasi ze that, among God'’ s holy and faithful people, faith is transmitted
in didect, and generally in afeminine dialect,” he said.

“Thefaithful people, the holy faithful people of God” have a soul, a conscience and away of seeing
reality, he said.

All of the cardinals and bishops at the synod, he said, come from that people and have received the
faith from them -- usually from their mothers and grandmothers.

“Clericalismisawhip, it isascourge, it isaform of worldliness that defiles and damages the face of
the Lord s bride,” the church, the pope said. “ It enslaves God' s holy and faithful people.”

October 25, 2023
Excerpts quoted by Cardina Patrick D'Rozario, csc.
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21 October, 2023

CATHOLIC EDUCATION APOSTOLATE IN BANGLADESH

SOME SALIENT POINTS
Cardinal Patrick D’Rozario, csc.

INTRODUCTION: INFORMATION, FORMATION AND TRANSFORMAION IN HOLY CROSS
EDUCATION

1. Education as Information: Sharing of Knowledge and Wisdom

2. Education as Formation: Formation of Human Person for human society

3. Education as Transformation: For transformation of Self and the Society

A. CONTEXT: GLOBAL AND BANGLADESHI

It is good to mention at the start that Education and Formation is always contextual: situations of
the time and space as reflected by human beings in their historical context plays an important
role.

Examples: Fr. Moreau after the French Revolution (Formation of Mind and Heart), British Colonial
period in India (Bureau-Oriented Education), Present Bangladesh (Education to be Good Citizen in
Bangladesh)

1. Some General Observations on Global Context

In comparison to the situation of the second half of the last century there is a change of the
historical and social context in which we live, both in terms of world vision as well as ethical and
political concepts.

Globalization is a reality. Together with economic globalization, there is social, cultural and
political globalization which is sometimes considered as pressure on the developing countries.
Globalization process instead of promoting individual development and greater integration
among peoples, seems to limit individual freedom and creates conflicts bet ween different ways
of looking at personal and collective life, with positions ranging from strict fundamentalism to
skeptical relativism.

Economic and political developments have caused triumph of liberalism with the dreadful impact
on education and educational institutions.

Secularization has caused crisis in value system of a culture, anthropological and religious beliefs,
education and formation, etc.

Migration and Displacement of peoples, both international as well as internal in a nation have
caused to spread plurality of culture and religions with new challenges for education.



© N o ok

12

Integral Human Development with emphasis on: Dignity of human person, human society, Earth
as Common Home, Fraternal Humanity, and so on.

2. Education Policy in Bangladesh

The new Education Policy was published in 2010. Twenty six principles were listed there. Some of
the most important ones are:

Education according to the four national Principles which were fundamentals for the creation of
Independent Bangladesh: Democracy, Socialism, Secularism and Nationalism;

Educational to moral, human, cultural, universal brotherhood, scientific values to inspire mind,
work, practical life.

Education in science and technology for living in the digital world.

To maintain standered education at all levels

Education to create vocational and skilled labour force

To promote research for higher studies.

Educational priorities to the poor, disabled, adibashi and smal ethnic groups and under -
priveleged.

B. CATHOLIC IDENTITY AND MISSION:

1. Catholic Vision of Education

Our Education is a work of evangelization which is the Mission of Christ and our mission.
Education or Teaching is one of the three functions of Church; it is the Prophetic function and the
other two are: priestly and royal functions.

The Second Vatican Council, held in early 1960s, reading the signs of the time, emphasized two
dimensions that education necessarily encompasses when analyzed from the stand point of faith:
the secular and theological -spiritual dimensions, in other words, human and divine dimensions.
The root of education given by the Catholicinstitutions is our spiritual heritage which is constantly
in dialogue with cultural heritage.

We are Catholic in understanding the People of God which is inclusive of all the peoples of all
religions and cultures.

The main objective of the Church’s Education is: Formation of human person and his dignity, as
Image of God, after the example of God -Man Jesus Christ, who is the Way, the Truth and the Life.

2. Priorities presented by the Holy Father Pope Francis

Pope Francis and the Congregation for Catholic Education organized a Gathering of
the Intellectuals and Students of the World, on Oct. 11-18). The Global Compact
on Education was finally signed on October 15, 2020. Pope called all people of
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goodwill to support the Global Compact on Education and highlited his
commitment:

First, to make human persons in their value and dignity the centre of every
educational programme, both formal and informal, in order to foster their
distinctiveness, beauty and uniqueness, and their capacity for relationship with
others and with the world around them, while at the same time teaching them to
reject lifestyles that encourage the spread of the throwaway culture.

Second, to listen to the voices of children and young people in order to build
together a future of justice, peace and a dignified life for every person.

Third, to encourage the full participation of girls and young women in education.
Fourth, to see in the family the first and essential place of education.

Fifth, to educate and be educated on the need for acceptance and in particular
openness to the most vulnerable and marginalized.

Sixth, to be committed to finding new ways of understanding the economy, politics,
growth and progress that can truly stand at the service of the human person and
the entire human family, within the context of an integral ecology.

Seventh, to safeguard and cultivate our common home, protecting it from the
exploitation of its resources, and to adopt a more sober lifestyle marked by the use
of renewable energy sources and respect for the natural and human environment,
in accordance with the principles of subsidiarity, solidarity and a circular economy.
Finally, we want to commit ourselves courageously to developing an educational
plan within our respective countries. In this, our point of reference should be the
social doctrine that, inspired by the revealed word of God and Christian humanism,
provides a solid basis and a vital resource for discerning the paths to follow in the
present emergency.

C. FUNDAMENTALS OF THE CHURCH’S EDUCATION APOSTOLATE IN BANGLADESH

We are Christians: Catholic Church is a Christian (religious) institution, invo Ived in teadching
ministry. This is and should be recognized as such by all invloved and particularly witnessed by the

leadership of the Church.

We work for all and with all: Catholic Church does this education ministry (not simply service) not
only through the Church leaders or through the Religious of the Congregations, but also together

with the collaborators of other religions who share the human values common to all.

We work for promoting human person and his dignity: Flowed out of the convictions and
experiences, the main objective of education and formation shall be the promotion of Human

Person and his dignity understood as a relational human being: (a) with God (b) with individuals,
(c) with community and (d) with the world.
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We work for Harmony: In the context of the inter-religious and inter-cultural the society our
education should focus on building inter -religious harmony, following inter -religious approach
and methodology.

We work for Human Fraternity: Ultimately the Church educational institutions should aim at
formation in “HUMAN FRATERNITY”, so that everyone in our educational institutions may grow as
they go with fraternal love of considering humanity as “ brothers and sisters” of the same family
and thus transforming the society as a common good for living as human beings.

We make ourselves Relevant: We periodically assess our Catholic educational institutions, in
context of living and choose priorities in the light of the principles given above.

D. EDUCATION IN HOLY CROSS: RESULTS OF THE REFLECTION OF THE PROVINCE
Exercise: Reflection as individuals and as community
Discernment: individual and communitarian
Commitment: individual and communitarian

21 October, 2023

Sources:

Cardinal Patrick D’Rozario, csc, A @ (7 (Teaching and Service), Dhaka, 2023

Congregation for Catholic Education, Educating to Intercultural Dialogue in Catholic Schools: Living in Harmony
for a Civilization of Love, Vatican City 2013.

Congregation of Catholic Education, Educating today and Tomorrow, Vatican City, 2014.

Pope Francis and the Congregation for Catholic Education organized a Gathering of the Intellectuals and
Students of the World, on Oct. 11-18: The Global Compact on Education October 15, 2020.
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1. Rev. Fr. Timothy Redcliff, OP, Five Meditations for the Retreat to the Synod Members, October
1-3, 2023.

2. Pope Francis: Collection of Patristic Texts for the Opening of the Synod’s Work

3. Pope Francis, Homily at the Solemn Inauguration of Synod at the Concelebrated Mass (St.
Peter’s Square)

4. Gerard O’Connell, Analysis: The synod is not Vatican lll. It’s Pope Francis’ implementation of
Vatican ll, October 04, 2023

5. Gerard O’Connell, Synod Diary: A synod doesn’t decide—it discerns, in AMERICA

6. 1st General Congregation Report from the General Relator By Jean-Claude Card. Hollerich,
Relatore generale SYNOD.VA (CNUA)

7" October, 2023

Archbishop Theotonius Amal Ganguly, csc, -- a Day Star.

Today, the 7+ October, is the 63« Anniversary of the Consecration of Archbishop Theotonius
Ganguly, csc, as Bishop. He was the first native and Bengali Priest to be named Bishop in Bengal
in 1960.
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On the day of his Consecration, the then Archbishop Lawrence Graner, csc, introduced
Archbishop Ganguly to the huge crowd present for the episcopal ceremony as a “Day Star”,
signifying that the first Bishop of Bengal not only shines as Star in darkness but he shines more
as Star during the Day.

In the Gospel Reading today, Jesus says: “Blessed are the eyes that see what you see”. Yes we
are blessed because we see today Archbishop Ganguly, as a precious gift from God, a holy
person to us, as Servant of God now in the process of his canonization.

Archbishop Ganguly was born on 18+ February, 1920 in Hashnabad, the Parish of Our Lady of
the Holy Rosary, Dhaka, Bangladesh. When we look at his life in childhood and in school days,
we can see him as special Gift of God, a gift which needed many years to blossom in fullness,
manifested in variety of ways, to be recognized and to be told the tale of his life: mentioning that
he came from a good Catholic, cultured and educated family, brought up with religious and
spiritual formation, recognized in him something exceptional in school and in the minor seminary,
indication of a divine call in him recognized by many of his contemporaries, meritorious boy with
excellent results in the school final exam, appeared in the merit list of the students at the national
level; active involvements in sports, music, drama; simplicity, devotedness, prayerfulness,
sincerity and honesty, joyfulness in living and sharing his life, etc.

Archbishop Ganguly, right after his Ordination to the priesthood on 5+ June, 1946, felt always an
inner urge to help the people who are in needs, to go to the people living far away in the periphery,
traveling on foot, on cycle or to take any means of transports like rickshaws, trains, pulling carts,
etc. Once he was going by train and there was no way to enter the train because of the crowd
and the train was moving away, he immediately jumped and stood on the joints of the two wagons
of the train, traveling with his cassock on.

Even at the time of his life on earth, he was popularly considered “a living saint” because of his
kind and gentleness, humility and meekness, simplicity and God-fearing, charitable and gentle
behavior towards all.

Archbishop Ganguly has been given to us, so that the Church becomes holy by following his
example. So many follow and imitate Archbishop Ganguly, pray and receive God’s favors through
his intercessions. His sainthood is like a treasure still hidden, which needs to be uncovered,
exposed and lifted high for the good of the Church.

Rejoicing in the Spirit and untied with Jesus in the Gospel today, we "give you praise, Father,
Lord of heaven and earth, for although you have hidden these things from the wise and the
learned you have revealed them to the childlike.”

Lord, for the glory of your Holy Name and for good of the Church, make your Servant Blessed,;
increase our love for him; and let his life inspire us to follow his examples. Amen.

Cardinal Patrick D’'Rozario, csc., Archbishop Emeritus of Dhaka, Bangladesh.



19

YT SITRIAF, 2029 Y.

GRAF bo QAT AT q3¢ FIGAA FRETF A IRIIOTS (@I Y FHret=a Fem
Y SRR STNIETS THAES (A(H HHACP LM (ST S (AR |

G 42 AT, ST fFrotae S@I, (17 TCRMCIL WYTS G I ST JF1 2
fRYNTGAT® & FRT VGO (NN TATRS & O R G FI0R (MR (ST (I
TR (TN 2R O G YR 291 SRR

N1 FRAHTNT G (O16 (T WEFIF (ATH Y AS WG DINGNIS AT (AT
TS @ T (TN STFe LTI FICY (N 17 TS 21 O Ty 18 FER |

TS G T 9 IRE, QTN I07 W boON Gl AT BT CTel9) S|
RSB RAV DR EY

NG LT TR (GIRTCACECB BICHTE FEZA15 SN FH QM A SN | SN
T AR TOAI6S 2 -2 O R 18 71 727 FH( A

WG R (STNTHA ST R, ST, 21N 8 QTOTR] FOOIF S AZ FCI AN
TP P0G N FR|

T 7 SR (00T, RRTH TGN SIAIITS AT B 718 |

FIG e foraraas
AT V51T, Yo7 |CPRE, 029 3.



20

398 (6%, 00 .

e I '8 TitE Wiyt AfST /T QT 2ATos
Fifeae ~niGe T rmeifae, Hambr

TN RSO SCARGT e @ o1 | AT Ty A8 fptferss S i Rreiaes 731 S1ovd &y fRegiT S iow
8 LR @A T | IRFCCR AR RETRET AL TS TP @ T, FCA SIAF “0F AT 262 &% FA61S ST
RS 2 A | SR g @eiF e g w2y M emifere @ i ey «iRe et €@ |

191 [99® =T e gt

SkIEC]

e @Gt afer | Reve 0! 0T Se i (ATF Ao, Ao, REe-erfE, fe-md, SR ¢ -
RO TR =S I of /R & YR @@f5 7ol Fest AfRkive | @ T @ fGfeeiT AdRe Sy 9=2e 30 #IF @,
R[N T SR AR 2 ©F @ e 90 0T @RI LR 0 R G AR, NG IR, G el Tl AT GaR O
BRI SR S s @ 5 R el =7 |

& Ty (TR Sae A i af e w1y e =fSe Ater, ©f 7@ Saammiel (reted M6 TR aIRelt =3, &=
SorE e FEee SR AT ¢ Tive SRAT We 7 I SoFfw FACR | AR Qe SRR (O B, RO @
TR AR 20 ST T2, T T OF© [ROIF T BT SHITA (e Teeie 20w, S [eed wee *feq
A WGT 2 | ST (IETE GRS BICHR SR, S Syiweas [Read o) Tiiee & ) s efewia orer sidwig
TSR TR WA YRR See (6, @N [RUF @ie Txes!, I F99 & SFe [ead Sl 378 TR R SIthd
T BIfETRR AR, Wb Few o7 RO Te 8 (TF RIEH SEica HRCAS! AR 7 | A T B 7R A [0H
Ot Iy |

R CIER)

T T [eeg Sifors BT Tga AR IR ACE I T S TEIfS” | @R IR [reieedt Wi S0 @, @3
e SdAifere [T Saaer (ETATS FSTFIET G2 S Wio® T(J |

e w4t foqfs Mfon Tow fofe wta Fier aca | g Nfowta &=

QE: e T 2 oA @ wdie 2T @ #IfTa =03 e SR @H, R TR MASNE | S Ty
AT T8 T (@FIFOICI2 T I |

faSt: Roea W Sqae 6 A WitR | S WeARS 91 AN T ewired Apfes Tm Ao @R o7 ARG
TR 0T 11 I 3 OICS SR AR TSN G RATIR < 0 A |

TOR: TS CTeTER Sy R effer T S $ea S 9 o7 A A1 @ ey offefS A ¢ ot =i srereifa
AT, GIAL SFA & FTarie (70 = (@I e SifAe oreat 5% 23 =77 |

Aife TSt

« T AT TS 2 SBIF PTG ST | ALRESII T AT @, TGS 200z: “TF A Qo ©F Bt (e | @3 s
SR WGCER T & ©F TR G S, S8 FIFSIR I @TS AR: NI | Svregel Tt Giferss Mwaifeseter
o2 ([06 AR AP, IF 8 IFFIAI AP, AATOR AR, FErFetred AL e TS s | 93 3] A4S 1S
AN LI 153 W S (AP AT G 0 SYRIS] | G ARSI (K607 TRAN T9© (A |



21

QTG ATHST

T FTSTE @ TSR ISt DT T SN GF I STF A T | NGy @ ANGE &9 | K MR ML 6T I SN,
THES O G, @ KBt ST | TSR T 2B @ wEreT vF T Wi TS | @ Wiy wwiwe | 2wife (At SeemE
VBT fe@aie «iw fercaves: “anenirer 717 (03¢ §.) R “Frefa gfe” (02 W) @ fof teires: @7 fef5r a1 5RA5T
SNAE IR IS, SN G2 TS G {5 AR Feor PRI S, TG AT SR | @3 O] N0 Go10sr, Ao
TS AT AN @ ST F9C0 A | AW FRE FF G638 K AT | G G T, ©Iia QG 0T FS FA0S
A | ANEF FEAE, TEET T, FNETE AR NGO G L ANEF e fed Fa0e =0 |

191 e R @ sTics Trpet effest
e R '@ e ST efBa Ty Y7 @ TR [ T oS 8 AR T @ I |

@8 AfR3Ace ANWT =BT @ @ISR AN SREW, @ PTeAMGre Sl I I RIS 2o T© A4GIRAE, T
VAR ST | WA W 2o ey foepr e el Fg; 8 “epRma exee W@z (@ b)) | aFfe
ATy A IR T IF-JF LT IS0 FIEA-TIE-SHRT; Foof @ Taiferes qeares @ik e g Fiea @1 A qaees
T AR ST WOI]; #Nf TOb12 Wei ©wb13 KR Wyiess oz Iey, Fig ey, T@ifie A9 A9, SERES!, ARETTe
ANSTEIR @ IEy 2R TIFAR TSRPR IR Ffaee @fsfarre A vfve zor | A@-Re-toRi-aE @ s@my e e
TPz 20 AMoR; T #HfN-grReR el €29 R @R wegR-umRfE, Se-wel, We-31 ¢ Sy 2ipfos g vax
SR QA I | AFTOTS FI-LABAZET “NThz; V-0, FAFRIN-2 DI, Z6-TI-AGICH, ATH-*1ZCH Tl SRS
7 7el; SR TEre WRE, WRIFR iR RiER &=, W Predii e s zir | JedmEd, ¢rrEe ¢ IME(e,
Jfeord wfeamm, Tonfng woy =feifire 2oz e e | ©iF egfe s, e Wreqm SR |

(5) &S s sifar: “aenice! 7 Ry cotrst Ffsicea e

B TR FFAIAT | @ T (PIT RV I @, 47 Ao fewret ¢ #farer; i fofig s e | wifngse
fEa RaAiTe SR (TS #112 @, T Q1w o4, AT @ epfos AT TRy Gie 6o fofe 3o ool | (7: Wfres
59 L)

¢ TR O @, SR A= GBS wens wiee xS Zpot w8 v e agfed of, st afe «we
effs, Reers wim TeEs afs Sme Wity | @8 Wity SN RegeT-sTmie Sfeoens ot | Srae @ efferamatsd
T SFFeTeT 7 SRR AR Wi | &Feq TR (@ T R WG R A | S e eferama
S ST AT M =TT AT T, (TS 8 BIHTl, SR AFSCPS A &F© W SIS Al 7 |

T T AP T2 FACT O fofey FoTCeTe: “Corar Tge T4 |7 @ FA T 49 Ta@fors S ST @ gae
ST el B AL @ OERYT IR | FHT WA FCO If2q Wik il TR @ AT 4% FHb/4 20 @12 Aig
AT |

(Mol TEMT SRS I @, SN e ¢ Y& SAFeiE NG S S ©ws MWz @2 | 7@ 612 wem ¢ oyfe arr
I T & @ e e AT CFEAT G R e R 71 T 2, ORE G’ TP TGS, S
TSI AATA |

TR ARRER ARE @ R Jo7 PR FRCR 197 | #RCICR A T (0 Ty [ewd ¢ &3 I/ 2| i e
Jifacers Tafeq T (OrAcR | I FCT GOTR AF(© @ AR T TReS [ | WgEee @3 [Kerea [ e fo
2f ST T T |

AR TFIT Ty SR Wi RO ofst Tegwa “omwf¥e sfare”, ade i A ses @ Sife [
A IR | PO 8 AT Teer, IR 8 ToIa, 2l (e RitRey T (e 1@ AR FI 0T Keavai 1 A
T 1 “Tfee AR SRl 20e 207 TRRETR T A |

TR IR “ yererer [ifoq e TS | #ART Rk iR AR vRiy SREw e Siond &ifs S SERPT SeifgaE
@S YR A |

“Tfee AR WS Freyms SREaIicee s Sfe® | ey ARSI 0T eiFhon A AT A0 (TS GF51 Kals e
WO ICE | @ CFq T, RS 7ot 8 e TJeeiere! @ SniFe] T ¢ eI | OF eFfod Renel Abael TS Iqaed
T FACS, TRAVTAT 20T QT TR TS, AT GG @ WTHAS WL - 58T B R |

(ol SRR (TRT @FS @ AT s FERaafs Sirae F90e T | @B @R s A ek 5o wag
TS @ OfF TG AT R O o1 FReNTe W IF Face 201 | oy seererq Sragr! =7 Seifie =03 @< srowver
@ AT aiReel ey ey 25<g) fare =09 |




22

ATt [RoreEa SR T @ Reeer F413 WA 97 | AN LS FIeTA-SCEs, QBTST (AT @ BT FIRIG AT 31
@A AT FES '8 TP eIt LTI TG® 29 | @ AT ANCAF AR 8 (Afes Praie fre 203 90T (st wegma oa=
@ |

(s e o e SIS I @, SRR AR O SRS A TeEd Ao | Si3 Sl ARKeEE T
IJNACE 8 20O (A I OIF G ! aigd S0 201 | Frwl (ediT oy et v wive 4, @vF #fi@,
FRrFiRfoD, @EicEe T, S @ Ty A afesi |

AR ool A “ToT GIRIT Tafe” oz F9F T W | efSrag G-SefieT Sipid AfRees, @XF: o IR
“Afefife, a1 ¢ *w yaTeR [eidice SER Fraie @ smess; JHEE ¢ Ty, Tqoq 67 F/-CFIC], (SPIEE TR, W63
‘-G AR JG; 8T @ T Aw-fg e, o7 ¢ Tt e v Sfes FR-Rere TR AREHRE e
e T e TS @; et Sfefie e Taz, @ 8 siftge " SorRT qe; e Jie 3z,
IR 8 TSI FIRICI SOJ13T; Ry IR 8 SAGACAIA |

(oA ST I T, AR AR GFGT G Ferery: eFfeq KGR S (e e ¢TaR MAreR; S w3, 7_E (TR
AR IR (ACF - G OF | ORIGT 4T (S e MRees 2R [Reeae ¢ +fiaey F419 el | oares fsfy
AR (LT FEANTOT R 7 CA |

FRT @ AEOTSII T SN LI A AT F T4 ST Gt 2 1SIF WTH - JFINT FI7 | T9 S0 ST
Tl S (@, ST GCF ST T AR, K &S S0 SN Fg € F17 | SITa T&, O T4 8 St AT 61
6 SR |

(oMot EmE afsitag Rt GRa-sAr4mr fFafire 77-#/<15/7 A St Sar @it S99 SR S | Siwar @ s
SeIelCa oot wfa @, S Feeas e, feer @ S e =R 2 ¢ erghon 31eer femeiear Samarem i | =i 7y
IR ST AT Z0R AT, @1 fof epfotem ¢ wimors afs Traye!, wifes e ¢ swar «ifew s | gt
T, R o Ferae Ty s 1R @8 Wrew 8 @A fea fofit stima g 79 | 371y eeree, st R ef s, fofa
SIere R e A0S AT TARST 6 (FINETOI AL WA A0 TE G HRACT T TS Al |

(@S IWAINS
SIZ fRTe S @B GRS 2R BT
2 T SR SiE ST
A S (RaTeE Zwy ifETe 1
w13 et S ot =i
A S (RaNTe Wy T 1

Original: Mother Earth Song: Artist Denean (Native American)

AR (A1 TCEVTTF FAF AN GG 20 Q1T #3: “@ AR@ Sigl, @2 43 e SEamiE ARGE 9; ePREVared
e e of W #2 5eT; W JACH B A6, AT Al fFR 5T O @ SNl F0 Al | “CoTI @i (7

R) TR, 243 ¢ A Tyarm T

(ol FIRR “emenive! 717 (05¢ ) AT 77, feq=a “a-eFITR ARRICS, A INET CRMAfErs e Afeqma @@=
@ I GO (S GHE (AF 83T WFRA) R, &I ¢ #ARErw Tr@em I AT @ wphz | WP 891 SE 1
ARwiTel B ARIITS (oliol TIMT AEF0 @ ST FA0S A0 |

3 TSI FICT AR FT TG 990 2039 REBITT GG 2RI a 2 SR -2 ANCAT ST (<0 o=t
Tcace, 9 e e w1 = | SR G@e HRER-ag e e Trre ST @ g wieEifes Shire e “araret 8
iz eRife @ Tom fofe ot o, Y98 Eo6%1 “arewiteT 5 e siifere 2oz «ar Reiw Sotm vz Rigamem ardar age
40 CACR |

(0) IrFTeR FRFET NeTT o fR-aFfen TR ¢ T SR A

(F) fwR-2fveget : e (T2 QTS &F FF CIHIF- G527, TR, SAPRIFE, SATHE, F1-FETS 8 FIRPN, SFFA-
SWIETS, AFTAG, FAGE, AT, Toyiv 79 TR ~ARF - =Ifv=ay A4 |




23

(¥) DAY QTS : AT Apoifs, f&fpre ¢ garEmmae weg<RE, A ¢ Rigred 75 9, (©emetT ¢ (@i
TAPRFS! IEw I, T (R A AT T4, fGfericas T I95H, JTIRRE ¢ TTSNI IR NS 4,
oA @ S MATSA SR 7 |

() TR AR T : Ryye T ¢ Gfe [igre 977 41, *%, I 8 T - FFe JF[ YRS Fadle @&rF (7o
AP, IS G SAHRCE @ [T oo 40 |

(T) 2P0 SO 7y IR SR Q& : 27PEFETe Ryl (- 275 ApTaT 8 “ATTHG) AR T I, R T
21fEs ST FArif BC Tree WS, S @ Afa=t w8 7 41 |

() FPTI® AR A : eFfours, [em 8 Jaw My ARF ¢ 2GR 219 w4, 2o A =@ 70 | TReiPrer Wit
g S @ze @ IR “MeF= Fre iifa; qre R[m, ke ¢ aferaem afs sime @ Tgaie 8 wifrgaie 2@
TR A AT |

(5) TR FEET : FS- AR T Fo1-eerer, Pret @Arel, Fces, PSR ¢ Sy < qRem e, 83y ¢
G J @S NG SFOCE WA e 8 FOE B, (RETCACH/ RIG-RIATAAE T @ e e e
o foq 0 RN FHO 8 A S (ST, AT ST, =1 H& I 41 |

(®) eFfo-fte R Fremiy ¢ e s : @EwE/2e-g@ ¢ sl eemee ey-agfen Rada ¢ T
-G TP SRS F41 '8 bon 341, FrFlefesia Afufere Fams T Stwes 2 T4 | AR=_mos
ALY Y& TGN, AT 8 BT @pof ot @ @5 efFe 741 | efsraiiong effs, ﬁmwwﬁa SR AT Romro
ea 2 e Foeel @ SR o0 Fafire Fremie |

it FFPT BT IR freaes- THe s, AR ¢ eferaiioms afs stae o w03 vrerg | fofT wime Tees ARt
TRl A qARas weifeRid, e SeMiRd Seited AT NEEd I 12 20 € |

TR IR IR

g R @ Tee Ayt efS3Iw JRMe GF1% @ThBR a0 (SR ST @1l feaeey | (STTae FI0E SN ST
ISEEH

2RI: (SR IS (FFIG TS GO T T R SN TS el AfePiT T (Srma GR-TiFe «ag
G- IFHFS G (SR AN PR 16/ =6 [aw corvam fofere 711 (bfere wa@ ey MiRMR-«w gife waam @t
Qe e #iF) |

sty “anenice B3l (i MR Frel (T3 SHiEre Raw g F9 oy R 9= F@ ARIER AT ARICEsa F6d
@R gl fara foet 8 AR Tqe, (SR IR (TS ARG Sl J 519 S 639 39 |

TOR: AFT X(F, T T G BT FOD! (@R (8 | R G @O A 27 TS AR |
b (SR FTaie ITARC (SHRT GF7% ST AIEE SCHIECTI WG F9 AT @zt 79 |
JRIAR T FIAA 1 ACHECTI AFTOR Gl SREGT I |

RS ATHAG

3. Laudato Si: Praise be to you My Lord — On Care for our Common Home, IIET SAM: “(SINEK &[T @<,
Pope Francis, May 24, 2015

R, R o, FLRFLR, 205a B6RET
o. FrRFLR-ar “T e e Fmicaa S, “Aewicer 5 afeam s e, 89T GebEd, 2030 X,
TSGR CITBF, 010 .




24

Y2 (TT96FF, 02918
GHf6 AR S0 qfTges

2038 fZBI37 “ AR RICT T OIfoF JF6 [[F#11-F517G w¥® =71 A
SCATGAT ST SN 20 QUEREATN: “ (OB JH6 AR AN §&F FHT 0O A (A7
SISNTTH FICH T FE IR (SIIGIR VIR 43¢ O HrorreT I=RT 2054 fE61
STIY-STIERT 0 NGl FIPho MR, OHA (N6 O FITS (AT AP AR

(AT AT |

IS 0T HHAH AR 8 HFhel AIINID G — & FICY (T, AR Y02 (AT76FI
(AT (BT JHT0 ARIRACS “ 4o e F1 2|

fArSTNIer oT A5 TV 433 JH0 AV VoS (ATF SIS TSAF YZ(© G«
NS OITHACS T3 B, P ARG AP 22 OIH T AT MR |
SIS 8 VTR WHGIAT JH(6 AR “ 4 Tge F1 ([

Y2 N S 7T o1 WSt @ AfSH AR Ty GHI6 (2T =0T UFCE|

b2 (7654, 039 4.

/o020 fE

WYRS FIT BfoHA AfFIF

FIR VR FOARTN AT, (TN AT JIFIAN *1=, FICSA TGl F5 o
T GP0T fGNT Y2 OITET (IR | ™K ©F ZET (AN HIIG HNFA1= f%et AfSf6 «ifFaa
SOOI (RTINS ST TSI %67 | ST 6T 44 fAT® AR Otk JF6 AR
0T Y2 WL AN (OTNTAS AT AZWI 91O FAR|

a2 BfRAOTe (T AR 71 T0Hz (IfT, SNATN, (=PI (AT ST OIS IS Bl
G0 AR TIIQ I ¢ 2 W96 FNIA! VAR FUHFIN N RN @I (AT ¢
fPTAITCIF FU SIS0 S SEACHICS FAZAMCHE (Y OITHA SN (AT =T 8 BT (Orl Y|
S BIfFY (ATH (@ITN W NG G0 8F FER JH0 O | WARHFoond
OB Y OIfFY THICIAT OF (6T AT T OIIF BICATA NG SIS LA
PACS ST | QI =T

b SIfFY TG AHTET TG TG STNT TAN SN AT AT DTN FARATY 95 04N
WRTF 82 AT TP ST AT (R G 8 AN FAC® & FACEAT | I
SAIB ZATH!

AFAET IF6 (FEATE WA TN (TN JH(0 OGS FR| A WNS IS
TBGS FA JF0 (OGS FIAN| (72 fOfB8T (o S sTzrier FaB |




25

G W LIS [T e et @ AR AfF7=fe wesy BfRfN 1 99w (ouw &=
PRI TAN | LG G LN ST S ST JFHCT LT ST BIGICAT BT (T
TN G (06 RO AT | Sga0s SN AT fRars|

TR Pl IR O INIF (5T FAR |
@Y, Sk/ob/2039 .



26

August 22, 2023

PILGRIMAGE TO EUROPE: MAIN EVENTS
JULY 29 - AUGUST 22, 2023.

|. PILGRIMAGE TO PORTUGAL (29 July - 6 August, 2023)

1. My first Pilgrimage to Portugal, the land of the First Missionaries who brought Christianity to
Bengal starting from 1518. It was a pilgrimage of gratitude to the Catholic Church in Portugal.

2. Living 9 days with afamily which was of typical in Portuguese history, culture, life- style,
religious practices and devotions. It was a Family of Joao and Amelia Bleck, afamily with whom we
could converse on any topics of history, philosophy, theology, spirituality, piety and devotions; a
family who was generous, hospitable, sharing and amicable. Pilgrimage at home!

3. Pilgrimage to our Lady of Fatima and the three saints connected with the apparitions of Blessed
Virgin Mary and her messages to: Lucy, Francisco and Jacintawho are canonised Saintsin the
Church.

4. Pilgrimage to and offering Mass at the birthplace of St. Anthony of Padua, from whom strong
popular devotionsin Bangladesh have originated.

5. Grand Pilgrimage to the World Day of Y outh in Lisbon with the presence of Holy Father, Pope
Francis. One and half amillion people gathered with estimated 800 Bishops and Cardinals and about
15 thousand priests from all over the world.

6. Y outh performances for the opening, for the reception to the Holy Father, the Way of the Cross
with testmonies and displays, Holy Hour with Night Vigil and the Final Mass with prayerful prayers,
silence, heart touching personal sharings of the Y outh marked al the events. Catechesis, Eucharistic
Celebrations in groups, Encounters with Jesus in Sacramental Confessions ministered by priests and
me included, were other highlights of the pilgrimage.

7. Holy Father called the Y outh of the world to cometo Lisbon, encounter Jesus and he has sent them
out to the world as Missionary Disciples, like the missionaries of 16-17th centuries were sent from
the Port of Lisbon of Portugal. "TODOS, TODOS, TODOS, ALL, ALL ALL" you al go together for
the mission of Jesus, was the sending message before departure.

1. PILGRIMAGE TO FRANCE (August 7-13, 2023).

1. The first stop and accommodation in the House of "Missions Etranger de Paris' (MEP) gave the
opportunity to pilgrim to the past Missionaries who went from Paris to Asiafrom 17th century
onward. Meeting the Bengali Christans from Bangladesh in two family gatherings and celebration of
Mass and fellowship afterwards at the MEP House, was an occasion to experience the call they have,
to be Bengali missionary in today's France.

2. Pilrimage to Le Mans, France was a deeper entering in to the heart of the Founder Blessed Basile
Moreau and to the origin, root and early heritage of Holy Cross. Holy Cross Parish Church. tomb,
presence of Holy Cross from mission countries including Bangladesh, Solitude, Heritage and the
Sisters of the Marianites, Mother Province of France, etc. have deepened my love, bond, attachment
and hope.

3. Pilgrimage to the Little Flower of Jesus, St. Theresa of Lisieux was a very touching experience.
With specia permission from the Prioress of the Carmelite Monastery | was able to walk the ground
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that St. Theresawaked, to see and touch the bed she dept on. | left asmall note of prayer to St.
Theresa under the pillow she used to sleep on, sat for awhile on bench and the place where she used
to sit during her prayers and meditations.

4. In 2014 at the Summit Meeting on family, a question came to my mind why afamily is not
canonised in the Church. In 2017 Pope Francis canonised the father and mother of St. Theresa. How
lovely to see other 4 sisters of St. Theresawho were living in the same convent with her. The
Basilica, tombs and the Museum made me enter into the sanctity of St Theresa's family. What a
pilgrimage experience!

I11. PILGRIMAGE IN L'OPERA DELLA CHIESA - WORK OF THE CHURCH OF
MOTHER TRINIDAD ( August 14-19, 2023)

1. | planned to make aretreat of four days at a Center to be preached by Mother Trinidad, who died
in 2021, the Foundress of " THE WORK OF THE CHURCH?" through Video Tak. Sheisalay
woman, instructed by God to communicate the messages she received in her prayers and ecstatic
union with God.

2. Theretreat started with the Community Celebration of Consecrated Life of the memberswho are
priests, lay men, woman and associated families on the Assumption of our Lady on 15th August in
the City of Castel Gondolfo, the past summer house of the Pope. | offered Massin Italian preached
homily in English which was translated.

3. In this Pilgrimage God has blessed me with opportunity to encounter four families who each had
more than seven children attending the Mass. One of the families, coming from Spain, of eight
children with their two parents accompanied me six timesin four days of the retreat with their
silence, prayers and adoration in the chapel where | was making my own. What an awesome event of
making a part of the retreat with alarge loving single family, wo got attached to me. Praise the Lord
for this unique opportunity.

4. Mother Trinidad, an would be saint, spoke during the retreat about: Mystery of the Divine Family
of Holy Trinity; Mystery of Incarnation; Mystery of Mother of God; Mystery of the Church,
Priesthood, Liturgy and Prayers. All the conferences made me enter into the bosom of the above
mysteries and hel ped me to grasp mystery more deeply the spirituality of the aggiornamento brought
about by the the Second Vatican Council.

CONCLUSION: HOLY CROSS GENERALATE (August 20-22, 2023)

| took these two daysto live in the Holy Cross Generalate to re- capitulate and to document briefly
what | lived in this Pilgrimage. These two days have been momentous and gracious occasion to recall
my last 62 years of pilgrimage in Holy Cross Congregation leading to still unfolding the unknown of
the journey.

My soul sings the songs of God, of the Church of the Laity (FAMILIES), Priest and Consecrated
People and of the Holy Cross Congregation.

Gratitude to all those who have journeyed with me, made sacrifices and contributed to the
memorable Pilgrimages.

Cardina Patrick D'Rozario, csc.
Holy Cross Generaate in Rome. August 22, 2023
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July 29, 2023

A message from Cardinal Patrick D’Rozario

Friends of Notre Dame University Bangladesh, greetings. | deeply regret that | am not able to be
present with you in person for the blessing and inauguration of this new building and the joyful
celebration of the university’s tenth anniversary. A long-standing commitment to participate the
World Y outh Day with Pope Francisin Portugal, has obliged meto depart the country on this same

day.

Instead, allow me to convey a heartfelt message along with my prayers and best wishes for al the
students, teachers, and staff of NDUB who have carried this extraordinary project forward. We are
also grateful to guardians, donors, and many others who have helped to make this dream become
aredity.

The Catholic Church in Bangladesh has along and remarkabl e history of involvement in education
which continues to grow, expand, and thrive. Often the mission schoolsin our country have been
pioneers in advancing innovative programs, maintaining high standards, and meeting needs that
might have been overlooked or left unattended. One of the most important priorities in our
involvement in education is to form mind and heart of the partners in order to build “Human
Fraternity” respecting everyone as our brother and sister.

With the foundation of Notre Dame University Bangladesh, we have opened a new chapter in this
story of the Congregation of Holy Cross in our midst, and we look forward to its continuing
evolution and flourishing. NDUB represents a great leap forward toward a fuller engagement,
especially with the country’s scholars and leaders who find inspiration in the vision of integral
learning, character formation, and social responsibility as defining features of a university in the
Catholic tradition.

Finally, may the grace of God and the patronage of Our Lady, Notre Dame, continue to guide and
strengthen us and to provide for all those involved with this university as we strive to make it a
specia place of learning, wisdom, and service.

Cardinal Patrick D’ Rozario, csc.
Archbishop Emeritus of Dhaka

July 28, 2023
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MESSAGE

I am delighted to share my few words on the celebration of the 10th Anniversary of Notre Dame University
Bangladesh and the inauguration of the new building.

I have witnessed the remarkable growth and impact of this university in our city and beyond. | have also
seen the fruits of its commitment to academic excellence, faith formation, formation in human fraternity
and social justice.

Notre Dame University Bangladesh started its journey with hope and challenges to make a positive change
in our society and we can say that, the University is on its track towards the vision and mission. Despite
being a tiny population, the Catholic Church in Bangladesh has had a significant influence, particularly
through its educational system. All our educational institutions, either located in cities or in rural areas,
either elementary, secondary or higher secondary level, are accessible to everyone, for education in
human values and human fraternity.

As the sole Christian-sponsored institution in the nation, Notre Dame University Bangladesh started
classes ten years ago after extensive planning. The idea was to bring something to the university level that
has long been valued at the lower levels.

In the face of the complex situation that we live, it is urgent that all concerned should sign together as a
choir, journey together in common dialogue, moving forward to the common goal with courage, initiative
and creativity, and open to sharing with one another and to concern for the future.

This new building will be a place of encounter, dialogue, and learning for students, faculty, and staff, as
well as for the wider community. It will also be a place of love and respect, where we can deepen our
human and spiritual relationship.

| congratulate everyone who has contributed so much to come this far and | pray that God will bless this
University and all who enter it. | also pray that God will continue to bless Notre Dame University
Bangladesh as it looks forward to a bright future.

e AU s .

Cardinal Patrick D’Rozario, csc.
Archbishop emeritus of Dhaka
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July 7, 2023

CATHOLIC BISHOPS CONFERENCE OF BANGLADESH

SEMINAR ON
FABC AND BANGLADESH CHURCH : JOURNEYING TOGETHER

Perspective: National and Continental Synodality

OBIJECTIVES OF THE SEMINAR

(1) To be familiar with the FABC: Vision, Mission, Structure and Methodology
(2) To highlight the Milestones of the Journey of the Church in Bangladesh with FABC
(3) To search for New Pathways of the Journey Together in the Emerging Realities of Asia.

METHODOLOGY: Conversation in Spirit (silence, prayer and listening)
PROGRAMS OF THE SEMINAR

Introduction: What is FABC : its Vision, Mission and Structure

Presentation 1: Journey of Bangladesh Church with FABC from 1970

Presentation 2: Journeying Together on New Pathways (Final Document FABC-50)
WORKSHOPS:

(a) Workshop 1: Emerging Asian Realities (2 Groups)
(b) Workshop 2: Discerning: What does the Holy Spirit say to Asian Church (2 Groups)
(c) Workshop 3: New Pathways (2 Groups)

PLENARY SESSIONS

CONCLUSION

SOURCES: (In order of priority as summary)
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1. FABC 50 BANGKOK DOCUMENT: Journeying Together with the Peoples of Asia, 2023. pages 45.
2. FABC Papers No. 180: FABC: The Church in Asia — Evangelization, Vision, Future Directions. (pages

64)
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3. Cardinal Patrick D’Rozario, csc., Church in Asia: Vision and Mission (Ch. 1. Art.3 pp. 6) in the Book:
Church and Ministry: Bangladesh Local Church, Dhaka 2022.

4. Fr. Vimal Trimana, Editor, Fifty Years of Asian Pastoral Guidance: Statements of the Pleneary
Assemblies (pages 338)

Cardinal Patrick D’Rozario, csc.
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June 21, 2023

ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS
Presented by Dan Allen
Associate Director of Spirituality and Service, University of Notre Dame

Greetings from the Notre Dame Alumni Association, and welcome to our FaithND podcast,
Everyday Holiness. My name is Dan Allen, and | serve as the host of the podcast and Associate
Director of Spirituality and Service at the association. We are honored to have you join us for the
beginning of our 9t season, and | am humbled to be joined today by our first guest from the
College of Cardinals, His Eminence Cardinal Patrick D'Rozario, CSC. Cardinal D’Rozario is the first-
ever Cardinal from Bangladesh and only the second member in the history of the Congregation of
Holy Cross to be named to a Cardinal.

Cardinal D’Rozario, thank you for taking the time to be with us today.

Thank you for having me, Dan.
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Certainly. To help give us some context of your life, where did you grow up, and what were some
important lessons of faith during your childhood?

| am from Bangladesh. | was born in 1943 in a rural Parish called Padre+Shibpur. The name Padre
was given to the village called Shibpur by the Augustinian Missionaries coming from Portugal in
1764. The Parish is situated at the South of Bangladesh which was part of Chittagong Diocese
createdin 1927 and entrusted to the Holy Cross Missionaries of Priests, Brothers and Sisters from
Canada. Now Padrishibpur is under Barishal Diocese which was separately created in 2016 out of
the former Chittagong Diocese.

When | was 3 years old, my father left the house, renouncing family life with a view to becoming
a Christian Sannyasi (Sadhu). After 6 years of ascetic life in solitude he started wearing red
clothes, similar to the clothes of the Apostles of Christ. All his life he lived as Sadhu, worked as
voluntary Catechist with the Holy Cross priests working in Chittagong Hill Tracts. My father died
in 1988 at the age of 85. With my immediate elder sister | have been brought up and educated
at home by my mother during my childhood. | am the youngest of the eight siblings of our family,
four of whom were living in Calcutta in West Bengal.

My mother was a very strong Catholic and brought me up in that Catholic Faith and practices,
going every day to Mass in the Parish walking 15 minutes, saying Holy Rosary at home every
evening. Mother’s instruction was, “No Rosary, no meal.” Strict moral Christian formation was
given at home.

Going to Mass every day, serving as altar boy, offering the first fruits of agricultural products at
home to the parish Priests regularly, etc., brought me close to the Parish Priest who was a
Diocesan when | was doing my primary schooling. At the secondary level, | had a Holy Cross
Canadian Parish Priest who journeyed with me, involved me in different Catholic movements in
the Parish providing formation and giving me spiritual direction once in every month.

Very good. So how did you develop an awareness of your vocation to religious life and the
priesthood, and what were some of your joys and challenges early in your ministry?

Family formation at home, participation in parish activities and programs, personal contacts with
the Parish Priests and their guidance have initiated my vocation to become a Holy Cross Priest.
In secondary School education, the whole parish knew that | had desire to become a priest. After
passing the 10" grade exam | joined the Holy Cross Novitiate and made my first Profession in
1962 at the age of 18 and half.

Formation period to Religious Life and Priesthood continued for 4 years of B.A studies at Notre
Dame College, Dhaka and 6 years in the Major Seminary in Karachi, Pakistan.

During Major Seminary study, | enjoyed to be trained with the theological and pastoral thinking
of the Second Vatican Council by excellent Dutch Franciscans of the Order of Friar Minors.

The last year of my Seminary study, that is in 1971, the war of liberation broke out which lasted
for 9 months and resulted in the separation from Pakistan and victory of Bangladesh as an
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independent nation on 16" December 1971. Three weeks after independence | was ordained
Priest in my home Parish, the first Priest to be ordained in Independent Bangladesh.

Immediately after the Ordination in January 1972, | was assigned in a rural Parish Gournadi, from
where thousands of Hindus, political leaders and supporters of liberation, fled to India as
refugees because of the killings and tortures of Pakistani army. | was a Director of a Project for
Relief and Rehabilitation for twenty thousand families who were directly affected by the war of
liberation.

It was a very challenging work. My theological formation did not prepare me for that kind of
responsibility. But this challenge led me to open up to new experiences, for example: exposure
to socio-economic realities of the people, openness to the people of different religions: Muslims,
Hindus and to other Christian denominations, and also open to the people culturally different
from mine. All these experiences remained in me as locus for theological thinking and reflection
during the three years of my academic studies in the Catholic University of Leuven, Belgium.

Because of the separation from Pakistan, Bangladesh Church had to start a Major Seminary and
in order to prepare me to teach there, | was sent for studies in Moral Theology in Louvain. After
three years of studies | returned in 1976 and started teaching in the newly established Major
Seminary which lasted till my Episcopal Ordination in 1990.

During the teaching in the Seminary, my clearest goal was to bring renewal of the local Church in
Bangladesh in the light of the Second Vatican Council. This goal was also shared by some of my
classmates in the Seminary. Voluntarily we formed ourselves as a team of 6 Diocesan and Holy
Cross priests and undertook different programs and projects for renewal of the Church
responding to the urgent needs. We founded PRODIPON, a philosophical and theological Journal
of the Seminary; organized Seminars for the formation of the Priests, Religious and the Laity;
developed common formation Programs for Religious men and women under formation;
initiated a National Center for Pastoral Service to assist the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of
Bangladesh; promotion of pastoral planning in the Church and Christian Bengali Literature,
publication of liturgical aids, translation of the important Church Documents and many other
initiatives in the field of education, communication, youth ministry, formation of Christian nurses
and other formation programs for lay people, etc.

All these initiatives gave us and me a sense joy in ministering to the Priests, Religious and Lay
People on the teachings of the Second Vatican Council and thus bring about a renewal which was
quite visible in the local Church.

The above mentioned activities, and at the same being Pastor of a Parish, Diocesan Director of
Chittagong Pastoral Team, Director of Retreats and Pastoral Service Centre, District Religious
Superior of the Canadian Holy Cross Fathers and a teaching in the Seminary as visiting professor
etc., were very demanding and challenging. However, when we see the fruits we can feel the joy
of gathering them for the glory of God and for the good of the Church.

After my priestly ministry for 18 years | had 30 years of Episcopal Ministry in three Dioceses. Just
to complete my story, | briefly mention the following:
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Bishop of Rajshahi (1990-1995): | was consecrated on 12 September 1990 as First Bishop of a
new Diocese called Rajshahi, separated from Dinajpur Diocese. | hailed from the South but was
called to go to the North where mostly indigenous or tribal people live. The Word of God that
inspired me during this period of five years was: “Do you love me? ... Feed my sheep” (Jn. 21:17).
It was an experience of knowing what it means to be a Shepherd, who should know his people
and people know him. | visited 95% of the families of the new Diocese which had about six
thousand families. The Motto | took as Bishop was: CONTEMPLATING COMMUNION.

Bishop of Chittagong (1995-2010): | was transferred to my home Diocese, Chittagong in 1995
April and stayed there for 16 years. During my ministry as Bishop of Chittagong, the inspiring
Word of God for me was: “The power of the Holy Spirit is on me, he has anointed me to preach
the good news” (cfr. Luke 4:16-18). This was a call to be a Pastor of peoples of multiple cultures;
ministry of evangelization, inter-religious dialogue and inculturation; formation in Catholic Faith
using the new Catechism of the Catholic Church; formation of family and small Christian
Community.

Archbishop of Dhaka (2011-2020): “That they may be one” (John 17:21) was the inspiring Word
of God during the Episcopal Ministry in the Archdiocese of Dhaka from 2011-2022. My ministry
geared to promote the Church as Communion, Mystery and Mission; with threefold vocations of
the Laity, Religious and Priests, with their threefold priestly, prophetic and royal functions in view
of building Communion of Priests, Religious and Laity, a synodal character of the Church.

Since 2020 | am leading a retired life, staying at the Center of the Bishops’ Conference of
Bangladesh. My main occupation is writing and publications. During the last 2 and half years of
retirement, | have been able to work on 9 publications.

Wonderful, thank you for that rich background. Another person you would have encountered in
your ministry was Servant of God Archbishop Theotonius Amal Ganguly, CSC, and | would like
you to say something about him as well. When did you become aware of Archbishop Ganguly,
and what did you find inspiring about his life?

Before | speak about Archbishop Ganguly, | must say something in order to situate myself
regarding my contacts and relationship with him.

First of all, | was 23 years younger than Archbishop Ganguly. When he was made Auxiliary Bishop
of Dhaka in 1960, | was studying in the 10th grade in School.

Secondly, he was belonging to Holy Cross Fathers in Dhaka District under the Jurisdiction of
Indiana Province in Dhaka Diocese; and | was belonging to the Chittagong District under the
French Canadian Province in Chittagong Diocese.

Thirdly, | hardly knew Archbishop Ganguly personally before | came to do my College Studies at
Notre Dame, Dhaka in 1962. When | was studying at Notre Dame College from 1962-1966, | came
to know from others that Fr. Theotonius Amal Ganguly, csc, was a learned but humble man, was
the Principal of the Notre Dame College, at the same time involved in many pastoral ministries
in the city and in the rural areas; he was simple but abled personality, engaged himself in so many
activities. He became the first Bengali Holy Cross Principal of Notre Dame College, very well
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known in the country. Immediately after few months as Principal of the College he was made
the Auxiliary Bishop of Dhaka Diocese and moved to the Archbishop’s House.

From 1966-1971 | was studying in Karachi. | was out of the country for higher studies in Belgium
from 1973-1976.

All these details speak about one thing and that is, | had limited contacts with the Archbishop in
the beginning. However, | had few occasions during the period when | met him personally. Let
me cite those events in brief:

It was 39 November 1965 when he was installed as the coadjutor Archbishop of Dhaka. | was
one of the altar servers in the ceremony. | learned from others that the Archbishop was a great
scholar. He was the most suitable priest to be made bishop. He was the first Bengali bishop and
a very scholarly person with good reputation.

The first time when | personally came to know him was in Belgium when | was studying there. It
was in 1974 that he came to Belgium to attend the Wedding Silver Jubilee of one of the brothers
of Fr. Henry van Hoff, omi, missionary in Bangladesh, hailing from Antwerp. He stayed with me
in Leuven at the Holy Spirit College for 3 days. | accompanied him to Antwerp for the wedding
anniversary and also took him to Liege at the house of Madeleine Brusten, one of my well-
wishers, living at 10 Rue de la Score. Her house became the house of many Priests, Religious and
Bishops coming from Bangladesh. Archbishop Ganguly later kept contact with Madeleine untill
his death and he very well communicated with her in French both in writing and speaking. His
knowledge of French language surprised me a lot. When Archbishop Ganguly was declared
Servant of God, Madeleine regretted later that she did not preserve the linen of his bed that he
slept for a relic of a future saint.

In the beginning of 1977, being the Prefect of Studies in the National Major Seminary, | together
with four other priests-colleagues took the initiative to organize a National Seminar for all the
Priests in Bangladesh. We came to discuss the matter with Archbishop Ganguly seeking his
permission. He accepted the proposal, gave his advice, and encouraged us to go ahead with
assurance of his whole hearted support. We felt that he had the same kind of idea. He happily
gave us some insights about the seminar, supported and encouraged us. The seminar finally took
place in July, 1978 with presence of 129 priests and Bishops including the Nuncio, out of 143 of
them working in Bangladesh. Unfortunately Archbishop Ganguly died in September 1977, the
previous year. We felt his absence as he supported us so much.

On 2" of September | was in Matthis House at Notre Dame College attending a Seminar
organized by the SAIDI Team. Archbishop Ganguly was supposed to come for the closing
Eucharist, but instead we got the news during Mass presided over by Fr. R. W. Timm, csc, that he
expired because of heart attack.

His body was exposed in the Church till his burial on 4th. His body had to be embalmed to
preserve for at least three days. | witnessed the procedure as | was given the responsibility to
look after the body in the Sacristy. All blood from the veins of his body was drained out and
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poured in the bucket. At that night | could not sleep because of the horrible sight of the blood
being poured out from the body of the Archbishop.

|, together with a team of four other people worked the whole day and the night to prepare the
liturgical texts of Office Reading for the Dead and Mass in Bangla to be held on the funeral day,
4t September with the presence of a big congregation. Eleven hundred sets of 10 pages each
booklet was mimeographed working the whole night. | was the master of ceremony and the
announcer. There were about three thousand people for the funeral, and it was difficult to
control the flow of the crowd. The great mass of people irrespective of religions, mourning of
people shedding tears, exemplified that he was not an ordinary person, he was a person who
drew attention of many even after his death.

In response to what did | find in Archbishop Ganguly that was inspiring for me and also to others
can be summarized as:

(1) Morning shows the day. When | look at his life of childhood and school days, | can easily
see him as a special Gift of God for the Church in Bangladesh, a gift which needed many
years to blossom in fullness, manifested in variety of ways, to be recognized and to be
told the tale of his life describing him as a person: coming from a good Catholic and
educated family, brought up with religious and spiritual formation, recognized in him
something exceptional in school and in the minor seminary, a person with divine call,
meritorious boy with excellent results in the school final exam, third in the merit list at
the national level; his active involvements in sports, music, drama; a person with
simplicity, devotedness, prayerfulness, sincerity and honesty and joyfulness in living and
sharing his life, etc.

(2) Discernment of his Vocation of Life: While Theotonius Amal Ganguly was in the minor
seminary he already decided to become priest. But he wanted to be a Holy Cross Priest.
He expressed his wish to Archbishop Lawrence Graner, csc, the Archbishop of Dhaka. His
request was turned down because Archbishop Graner, csc, as a policy wanted to promote
first Diocesan Clergy for the Local Church. He advised him to wait till his Ordination and
then decide. Theotonius Amal Ganguly accepted the advice but kept his discernment
open.

After finishing his Seminary studies in India at St. Albert’s Major Seminary, Theotonius
Ganguly was ordained priest on 6% June, 1946. From 1947-51 Fr. Theotonius Amal
Ganguly completed his Bachelor, Master and Doctorate in Philosophy from Notre Dame
University, being always first among the group.

After living five years with the Holy Cross Fathers at Notre Dame University and inspired
by the Holy Cross missionaries, he expressed his mature desire to Archbishop of Dhaka to
join the Holy Cross Congregation. This time permission was granted and he made his
Novitiate and took the First Vow on 16" August, 1952.

His own experiences in the journey of discernment of his own vocation and that of the
others, inspired him to write a book on Vocation of Life in Bangla in a series of articles in
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the Christian Weekly Protibeshi. However, the book deals with all vocations: to
Priesthood, Religious and married life.

Local Culture and Thoughts: The third thing that inspired me in his life is his love for
local culture and Indian thoughts and philosophy. In one word Archbishop Ganguly was a
“Cultured” man in all aspects: knowledge of Bengali culture and language, arts and
literature; he himself was a polished writer and a gentle speaker, beautiful singer in
Bengali and Gregorian chant, excellent playing in drama; a great lover of Rabindranath
Tagore, the Nobel Prize winner in Bengali Literature. He spoke fluently Bangla, English,
French, Latin and Hindi, and he had the knowledge of Sanskrit, Hebrew, Greek and
German, etc. Gentleness, meekness and humility, softness, soberness and joyfulness
characterized the expressions of his life. He was educated in Western thoughts in his
philosophical and theological studies. But he entered into the Indian thoughts by writing
his doctoral thesis in 1952 on: Self and Nature (Purush and Prokriti) according to
Upanishad in Indian thoughts.

Renewal of the Church: Archbishop Theotonius Amal Ganguly, the first Bishop and later
the first Archbishop became the head of the Bangladesh Church Hierarchy. He attended
all the Sessions of the Second Vatican Council. Naturally, after assuming the responsibility
as the Archbishop of Dhaka in 1967, his pre-occupation was to bring the teachings of the
Second Vatican Council to the local Church and thereby work for its renewal.

He was convinced of all the changes proposed by Vatican Il. But those changes brought
tensions, conflicts and even polarization of opinions among Priests, Religious and the
Laity. He wanted to see a Church as Body of Christ with different parts which will be
active. He loved everyone, sympathized with everyone, and did not want to hurt anyone.
However, in this situation he only suffered and his heart bled so many times. He was
humble, but others were proud of their authority. He tried to understand everyone, but
he was sometimes miss-understood. Others wanted to win victory, and he suffered pain
to the point of his heart giving out in his death. A humble pastor, saintly life-style and a
suffering servant of God. Only a man of Faith, Hope and Charity could bear all that.

War of Liberation: During the Liberation war of Independence of the country, as
Archbishop, he gave excellent shepherding leadership, with love of the nation to be born,
with courage to take part in the liberation, to stand at the side the poor victims of war
and atrocities. Strong and courageous faith, love for the suffering people and his hope in
God’s providence marked his leadership at that crucial moment.

Archbishop Ganguly, stood for rights of the people of Bangladesh, defended the position
of Archbishop Lawrence Graner, csc, after 1964, who was told by the Govt. to leave the
country. He spoke openly on the four principles of the envisioned new nation: democracy,
nationalism, socialism and secularism. One of the Christian Military Authority told the
Archbishop that he was enlisted as one of the intellectuals of country who were under
plan to be killed during by the Pakistan army. Many intellectuals were killed but
providentially he was saved.
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When he met the Father of the Nation, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman after his return from exile
to Bangladesh in 1972, Archbishop Ganguly gave his golden pectoral cross as a donation
for the reconstruction of the devastated country. It was a deep symbol to express that
the church is with the people of the country. To give his cross as an expression of love is
a great gesture of patriotism.

(6) Virtues and Qualities: Archbishop Ganguly was courageous. He used to travel in ordinary
transports to be one with the people who were suffering during the war. He sometimes
took the risk of his life and was not afraid at all. He had patience when things were not
moving, calm and serene with faith in God, humbly bearing the sufferings and burden of
the others.

As bishop or Archbishop he was simple. He used to go around with simple white cassock
and pectoral cross. He himself used to drive his own car and several times he rode on
bicycle. Sometimes being conscious of his responsibility he wrote challenging letters to
some of the priests when he felt needed, but later he withdrew the letter because of his
softness of heart as he did not want to hurt his priests. One of his most important virtues
was to suffer in silence, to bear the cross for the sake of charity towards God and the
people.

His humility was his personality character. He was always consoling to others. He suffered
for Christ’s sake. His spiritual exercises were always to seek the kingdom of God. He did
not fight back but returned goodness in return to misconducts. Holy Cross Superior, Fr.
Zimmerman’s homily at the funeral Mass gave testimony of his life of the gospel
beatitudes he lived.

While he was still living, he was considered “a living saint” because of his holiness,
simplicity, spirituality and his gentle behavior towards all.

At the time of his funeral | felt that that his body would not be decayed and we would
find his body uncorrupted. And with that thought in my mind he was buried. Later on, the
priests who were sometimes opposing him, publicly acknowledged their misbehavior
towards him and felt sorry. Some even said that they caused his early death because of
the sufferings they gave to him.

His holiness, sanctity of life is a gift of God. | believe holiness is given to him, not for his
own sake alone but for the benefit of the whole Church and particularly the Church in
Bangladesh. This holy person has been given to the church so that she becomes holy by
following his example. We are to follow and imitate him. It is good and urgent for the
church that this beatification process comes to completion fast. His sainthood is like a
treasure still hidden which needs to be uncovered, exposed and lifted up high for the
good of the Church.

Of course, the Church has a process to investigate the lives of holy people like Archbishop Ganguly.
What is your role in Archbishop Ganguly’s cause for sainthood, and what can others do to be
part of this effort?
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The cause of the Canonization of Archbishop Theotonius Amal Ganguly was opened in 2006 by
my predecessor, Archbishop Paulinus Costa. When | took the responsibility of the Archdiocese
of Dhaka in 2011, | found some work have been already done, but the Tribunal and different
Commissions were not functioning well. In 2015 | reconstituted the Tribunal and the
Commissions, personally took interests in organizing and accelerating the Diocesan Investigation.
In April 2017 finally the Diocesan reports of the Cause was brought to conclusion and all the
documents were sent to the Postulator of the Cause in Rome. This has been my first role in the
Cause of Ganguly’s Sainthood.

Secondly, | formed a Pastoral Commission for the Promotion of the Cause with the following
functions: (a) Collection of the personal items used by the Archbishop for future relics (b)
Promoting devotions and prayers to the Servant of God in every Church within the Archdiocese
(c) Publications in media and Dissemination of materials to all the other Dioceses in Bangladesh,
(d) Gathering Information about favors received because of his intercession, (e) Preserving the
birthplace and home property of this Servant of God, (f) Celebration of his Birth and Death
Anniversary with talks, sharing of testimonies, Eucharistic Celebration and prayer at his grave. (g)
Initiating a Museum of Archbishop of Ganguly for the public, etc. Most of the functions are being
done regularly.

After my retirement as Archbishop my role is almost nil, except my personal prayers through his
intercessions and sharing in writings and reflections.

Since a Saint is Saint for the Universal Church, we need the assistance of prayers and promotion
of the cause involving more people. Some of the things that can be done for the cause are: (a)
To make Archbishop Ganguly known world-wide especially to those who have been linked to him
in one way or the other; (b) To continue the initiative taken today by the Notre Dame Alumni
Association’s outreach; (c) Promotion of Devotions and Prayers asking favors through his
intercession; (d) Sharing the testimonies of favors received (e) Financial assistance to the Holy
Cross Generalate in Rome who is following the cause; (f) To universalize his holiness and
sainthood spreading among many, (g) To pray for a miracle which can be medically proved, etc.

Well, it is a perfect fit for the Alumni Association to be involved because Archbishop Ganguly could
possibly be the first graduate of the University of Notre Dame to be canonized a saint. Do you
know of any significant spiritual moments he had while he was a student here?

It was at Notre Dame University that Archbishop Ganguly studied B.A., M.A. and the Doctorate
in Philosophy and passed six years as academician. Surely his intellectual career has been
enriched most at this University of Notre Dame.

His doctoral thesis seems to have been an excellent dialogue between the Western and Indian
thoughts. The University of Notre Dame contributed to his intellectual search, and Archbishop
Ganguly enriched the academic tradition of the University in a dialogical way.

The most important spiritual moment that | can imagine, is his encounter with the Holy Cross
Charism, spirit, environment which was much deeper than what he received in his School days.
Six years of his living and studying in the University were beautiful and experiential moments
when Archbishop Ganguly came in touch with the Charism, Spirit and Mission of the
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Congregation of Holy Cross in a concrete way. It was in that context he decided to join Holy Cross,
a gracious conversion to opt for Religious Life. Personal living experiences in community life, in
spiritual exercises, in missionary tasks of the members and the stories of the great Missionaries
made him to decide to join the Holy Cross Novitiate and made the first Vow before leaving for
Bangladesh in 1952.

You are also a member of the Congregation of Holy Cross. What is meaningful to you about the
charism of the Congregation, and how was Archbishop Ganguly impacted by this spirituality?

When | look back to school days, the initial call that | received was to respond to the urgent needs
of the times. The Holy Cross Parish Priest, Fr. Phlip Payent, csc. used to take me along, carrying
a lit candle in hand, to accompany him to go to distribute Holy Communion to the sick in the
village. Once after Mass Fr. Payent took me by a rowing boat to a village about seven miles far
from the parish center to distribute Holy Communion to the Sick. On our return journey, Fr.
Payent told me, “See, how urgent is the need of more Priests”. He used to send me to the poor
to give help, to repair the broken houses belonging to older people and widows, to direct me to
see the needs of others and respond as much as possible. This is the part of the Charism of Fr.
Basil Moreau, that | learned later, that is, respond to the urgent needs with apostolic Zeal. This
has been always active in my life till today.

Secondly, the Charism of Communion as envisioned by our Founder Blessed Moreau attracted
me. Right from the school days, | have been formed by the Brothers, Sisters and Priests of Holy
Cross. The Holy Cross Community is patterned around the Holy Family, a family of Priests,
Brothers and Sisters. This aspect of the Charism always motivated me to live, to promote and
also to minister as priest and as Bishop throughout my past ministry.

Thirdly, in the work of the Mission the call that always remained as motivating force is the Team
Spirit, to build together and not alone, a Holy Cross spirit and attitude. | and others can quite
clearly see visible in my life.

Fourthly, a spirituality of God’s Providence. Faith in God’s Providence, it is not mine but God’s
Work. So much our Blessed Founder Fr. Moreau lived this aspect of the Charism. In some very
hard ways | had to learn and acquire this spirit. There was a lot of giving up, surrendering, and
self-abnegation to do. But now | see the fruit.

Looking at the life of Archbishop Ganguly and his ministry as Priest and Bishop, all these aspects
of the Holy Charism have surely impacted him. Archbishop Ganguly, right after his Ordination to
the priesthood, felt always an inner urge to go to help the people who are in needs, going to the
people living far away, going to those who live in periphery, to go on foot, on bicycle or to take
any means of transports like rickshaws, trains, pulling carts, etc. Once he was going by train and
there was no way to enter the train because of the crowd and the train was moving away, he
immediately jumped and stood on the joints in between the two wagons of the train, traveling
with his cassock on.

Archbishop Ganguly was a person who mixed with everyone: laity, religious brothers and sisters
and priests. Inspired by the Second Vatican Council, Archbishop wanted to build communion
among the Laity, Religious and Priests in the Diocese. For the first time in 1982 he started in his
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archdiocese “ADAN-PRODAN” program, a gathering of priests, religious and laity for mutual
exchange in order to build communion among themselves. His leadership in the Church as
President of the Conference was also guided by the same spirit.

His spiritual life manifests a strong faith, hope and charity, and his example was of a humble,
God-fearing and God-surrendering person. He never considered himself as author of what he
did in the Church, in the nation-building, in taking care of poor to alleviate the war-caused
miseries, etc. Faith and Hope in God’s Providence marked his life and mission.

Thank you for sharing those inspiring words. Returning to your life for a few minutes, you are now
a cardinal of the Catholic Church. What was it like to hear that news for the first time, and what
have been some of the most memorable moments of this experience?

The news of the appointment as Cardinal was announced by Pope Francis on 9t October, 2016
at the time of the Angelus in Rome without prior information to anyone, not me and not even to
the Nuncio. At that hour it was 4:00 pm BD time when | started the Mass of the Feast of the Holy
Rosary Church attended by about three thousand people. After the Mass at 5:30pm while going
to sacristy, a little girl of nine years wished me “Congratulations”. | said “for what”? “Oh you do
not know, you are made a Cardinal” she said. From the mouth of a little babe came the
announcement to me. At the start of the second Mass at 6:00 pm when there were more than
five thousand people attending the Feast Day Mass, while incensing the statue of our Lady of the
Rosary in the beginning of the Mass, | did not have any thoughts other than what Blessed Mother
had at the time her Annunciation.

| was bewildered and dumfounded by my lack of any emotion! What does the appointment
mean? Why me? and why? ... | came back to the Archbishop’s House, and at midnight | read the
news on the internet written by an American Journalist attached to Vatican News and “AMERICA”
periodical, and also a friend of mine, Gerard O’Connel. After reading and reflecting over this, a
thought came to my mind: the appointment as Cardinal was a love of God for the poor people
in Bangladesh, love of Pope Francis extended to the periphery of the world, a recognition by him
of a minority Church, and a new blessing for the Church and the Nation.

What surprised me most, is that, the appointment of a Cardinal from Bangladesh, as remarked
by both by the President and the Prime Minister of Bangladesh, is “an Honor for the Nation”.

It took more than a year to conclude for myself that | have been appointed Cardinal, on the one
hand, to represent a nation in the periphery, represent a small but at the same time a powerful
and vibrant Christian Community at the universal level, and to speak on the richness of the
poverty of the people of Bangladesh; and in other hand to bring the teachings of the Church to
the people of the nation and to the Church in Bangladesh.

People within and outside of the Church spoke highly of the honor of being voting or being voted
as candidate for the election of a new Pope. But this never enticed me particularly because |
strongly felt all along that Pope Francis should not resign and live long to continue, because of
the moment of Synodality process that the Church is going through. At this juncture he is needed
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most. Now | am relieved that | will not probably have to vote for Papal election since my right to
vote will end on the 1t October this year.

It must have been quite surreal to represent the hopes of so many in being a Cardinal of
Bangladesh. And yet, no matter our vocation, there is a commonality in our call to holiness and
sharing the Gospel through our lives. Archbishop Ganguly preached the Good News throughout
his life. What aspects of his message are still particularly relevant for the world to hear today?

Archbishop Ganguly was primarily a pastor in the Church. Besides his priestly and governing
function, he had to carry out the teaching function of the Church, and preaching good news was
part of the function. One of the top priorities of his teaching was to know the signs of the times,
know the culture of the people, reflect on them, in the light of the teachings of the Second
Vatican Council and bring message to the people and provide pastoral directions accordingly.
This is very relevant, because | feel, together with Pope Francis, that the truth and beauty of the
Second Vatican Council has not been fully discovered yet and appropriate actions for
implementations have not been taken. One has to be very much imbued with the values of the
Gospel and not simply listening and doing what the people would like to hear. Inculturation of
the Gospel must have a priority in the present day culture of the people.

Secondly, Archbishop Ganguly’s life has been a clear prophetic stance against clericalism of the
Church. His life style, his priority to be close to the people, to all people, particularly to those
who are far away, deprived, severed away because of some problems, being open to other faiths
and Christian denominations are very relevant now. Relevancy of his preaching is being relevant
to the people. De-clericalisation of Bishops, Priests, Religious men and women and even many
lay faithful is the most relevant teaching of the day. Archbishop Ganguly can serve as model.

Thirdly, we see in Archbishop Ganguly, the message of what we call Synodality, the most
important fruits of the Second Vatican Council: Communion, participation and mission of the
disciples of Christ. At the base of synodality lies the most fundamental, that is, listening to what
the Holy Spirit says to his disciples as individuals and as community. Archbishop Ganguly,
discerned the will of God, through prayer, meditation and in Eucharistic Celebration.

Fourthly, Archbishop Ganguly’s life has been a message. He preached much more through what
he was, than by what he said and did. Archbishop Ganguly is being honored as a “living saint”
not primarily because of his activities but because of his heroic virtues of faith, hope and love,
because of moral virtues of justice, prudence, fortitude and temperance, because of the way he
lived the Beatitudes of the Gospel, because of the fruits of the Holy Spirit that he testified in his
life: humility, simplicity, faithfulness, endurance, joy, charity, and so on. His life was a message
which we preach and the Church needs to preach.

Thank you for offering that for our reflection. In addition to Archbishop Ganguly, who have been
your models of holiness who have guided you in your life and vocation?

| had many models in different stages of life. In my primary School level, a Diocesan Priest
Bertrand Rodrigues, the Parish Priest of my home parish, whom | came to know closely because
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of my mother’s instruction to go to him and offer the first fruits of the home garden and who
thrice a week was cleaning the wounds of my leg with Dettol and medicine for many months.

In my high school days, a Holy Cross Parish Priest, Fr. Philip Payent, csc, who formed me in my
vocation, journeyed with me and gave spiritual direction before | joined the Holy Cross Novitiate.
Holy Cross Brothers who taught me, directed me, and setting examples before me are among the
most important formators. Holy Cross Sisters, who went out of the way to take care of me in their
convent, when my health was at critical stage suffering from strong Diarrhea, saved my life so
that within two weeks | could go to join the Novitiate in 1961.

After my Priestly Ordination ministered by Bishop Joachim Rozario, csc., Bishop of Chittagong
and Alumni of Notre Dame University, Bishop Joachim was my model during my priestly ministry
of 18 years and my Episcopal ministry of 22 years in the Diocese of Rajshahi and Chittagong. |
looked at Bishop Joachim as a person with: simple life-style, spirit of detachment, down-to-earth
person, close to ordinary people, open to everyone irrespective of religions, culture and social
stratifications, a prophetic voice of justice, leadership, inculturation and local Church, active
promoter of Inter-religious Dialogue and Christian Unity among the different denominations,
love for the poor and promoter of integrated human development. | worked with him many
years as collaborators but at the same time his follower.

| did not know Archbishop Ganguly deeply enough before | was made the Archbishop of Dhaka
in 2011. After taking the responsibility, my personal decision was that | would like to be a pastor
of the Archdiocese like Archbishop Ganguly. The more | came to know him and got involved in
the cause of his Beatification, the more | was consciously and internally imbued by his spirit and
examples. | am thankful to God that | could end my last 10 years of episcopal ministry being in
Dhaka Archdiocese where Archbishop Ganguly was my Predecessor and | tried to follow him and
his message.

We like to ask every guest about their journey towards holiness since these answers help, | think,
to edify one another as we journey through our lives of faith. Therefore, what has been effective
for you as you seek holiness in your years as a vowed religious, priest, bishop, and cardinal?

Without much illustration | just mention the following points which have impacted in seeking
holiness in my vowed religious, priest, bishop and cardinal:

(a) 1 have experienced innumerable times that Vocation is a gift of God, reveals itself
gradually, in the context of new responsibilities as vowed religious, priest, bishop of
three dioceses and finally as Cardinal. It is one and the same Vocation guided by God’s
call and his Providence.

(b) I'was a strong man of planning, an organized person, active but not super-active, and so
on. However, | have learned in a very hard way, (suffering from spinal problem, being
immobilized three times, each time 2-4 months) and would say learned in a miraculous
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way that, itis not my plan, itis God’s plan, not my work, it is God’s work, not what | want
but what God wants.

(c) I am pleased with the kind of formation | have received; initial formation | had already
mentioned. But | would like to mention the academic formation that | received at Notre
Dame College from the Holy Cross Fathers, in the Major Seminary in Karachi from the
Dutch Franciscans immediately after the Vatican Il was over, in the Pontifical University
of Leuven and the on-going formation in the Asian theology developed within the
Federation of the Asian Bishops’ Conference.

(d) In the last 51 year of my ministry what | see now looking back, is nothing but the priestly
ministry of sanctification, prophetic ministry of teachings and royal ministry of
governance for the kingdom of God, according to the Magisterium of the Church given by
the Second Vatican Council and the Post-Vatican Il teachings, pastorale and spirituality.

(e) Itried to see my vowed life as Religious, Priest, Bishop and Cardinal in the perspective of
the Vision of the Church given by Vatican IlI: (a) Church as Communion: with God and with
others: Clergy, Religious and Laity, with other People of God and other Church
Denominations, (b) Church as Mystery: mystery of the Body of Christ, union of the divine
and human, sacramental character of the Church, human signifying the divine, mystery of
the Incarnation of the Word of God. (d) Church as Mission: of evangelization, that is
bringing the Gospel to the life-reality, mission of every baptized person who is a
missionary, participation of all in the mission of the Church, and so on.

(f) Finally, understanding holiness as wholeness, integrated holiness, the main core of
holiness is: “That They be One” as Jesus prayed. Holiness is understood as perfection of
charity.

Indeed, the teachings of the Second Vatican Council and Lumen Gentium’s explicit universal call
to holiness have been the inspiration for this podcast. Cardinal D’Rozario, thank you for the time
and care you have shown us by being on the podcast today and for sharing so much of the life of
Servant of God Archbishop Ganguly. To close, would you please offer a prayer for Archbishop
Ganguly’s intercession and also give us your blessing?

Here below | cite the prayer of intercession that is being officially said in almost every parish after
the Mass and in many Religious Houses in the Archdiocese of Dhaka and also on special occasions
in other Dioceses on the birth or death anniversary of Archbishop Ganguly.

Let us pray...

We thank you Lord, because you have given your Servant, Archbishop Theotonius Amal Ganguly
as a gift to the Church and to the people of Bangladesh.
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By his works of charity and apostolic generosity, you have led your people at the time of sorrows
and sufferings, deprivations and war-time and made him a Day Star for those who are under the
shadow of death and darkness.

Remembering his love and devotion to you and his mercy to others, we pray through his
intercession that we may receive (.... request of favors) the favors we asked for.

Lord, for the glory of your Holy Name and for good of the Church, make your Servant Blessed;
increase our love for him; and let his life inspire us to follow his examples. Amen.

Mary of Immaculate Conception, Pray for us.
St. Joseph, Pray for us.

May the Almighty God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit bless you and remain with you
always. Amen.

Date: June 13, 2023, 62" Anniversary of my Entrance to Holy Cross Novitiate.
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9" June, 2023
Medical Condition of Pope Francis

Pope Francis continues to recover well from the three-hour surgery for an intestinal herniathat he
underwent on June 7. His*“clinical pictureis progressively improving, and the post-operation courseis
regular.”

Pope Francis said: “| sincerely appreciate the prayers and numerous expressions of closeness and
affection received in the past few days. | am praying for everyone, especially those who suffer. | ask you
to keep me in your prayers.”

Let us continue to pray for hisfull recovery.
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CAUSE OF BEATIFICATION AND
CANONIZATION

OF THE SERVANT OF GOD
BROTHER FLAVIAN LAPLANT
BROTHER PROFESSED OF THE CONGREGATION OF HOLY CROSS
(1907-1982)
QUESTIONNAIRE OF THE PROMOTER OF JUSTICE
FOR THE WITNESSES
INTEROGATION ANSWERS
BY CARDINAL PATRICK D’ROZARIO, CSC.
Ans. Q. 1:

Cardinal Patrick D’Rozario, csc., born on 1%t October, 1943, in the Parish of our Lady of
Guidance, Padrishibpur, Barisal.

| have been a Holy Cross priest, Bishop of Rajshahi, Bishop of Chattogram and
Archbishop of Dhaka. | was named Cardinal in 2016 and | got retired from the office of
the Archbishop of Dhaka in 2020 at the age of 77.

| did my Major Seminary studies in Karachi Christ the King Seminary and the Licentiate
in Theology from the Pontifical Universiteit te Leuven, Belgium.

My present address: CBCB Center, 24/C Asad Avenue, Mohammadpur, Dhaka.
Mobile phone: +88 0171 500 3843.
Ans. Q. 2:

| am not related to the Servant of God, Bro. Flavian Laplante, csc. The reason | am
called to give testimony is that | hail from Chattogram Diocese, that | was a member
of the same Holy Cross Congregation and had some connection with him, that | was
the Bishop of Chattogram from 1995 to 2010, and that | opened the Cause for his
Canonization in 2007 when | was the Local Ordinary of the Diocese.



Ans. Q. 3:

When | was in High School in 1950s, Bro Flavian came a few times to my home parish
school in Padrishibpur, Barisal, run by the Holy Cross Brothers. Twice he addressed the
School Assembly of St. Alfred School. He was considered second hero for education in
the Diocese of Chittagong as was introduced to us by the Holy Cross Brothers. What |
remembered seeing him from a distance, he was a big and tall man, very strongly built,
loved by the Brothers of Holy Cross.

Bro. Flavian is remembered in St. Alfred’s School in Padrishibpur, where | did my
Primary and High School. In this school he worked both at Primary level in 1930s and
High school in 1940s. His contribution is remembered well by the School and the
students.

Quite a few of my classmates about 8 to 10, who were also staying in the same boarding
house, St. Joseph’s, came from Diang fishermen community in Chittagong who were
called “Bro. Flavian’s Boys”. These boys were from Hindu fishermen community, Bro.
Flavian had them baptized and were sent to Padrishibpur St. Alfred High School for
education and Christian formation. By 1959 many boys were taken to Noakhali, Bro.
Andre’s School which was upgraded as High School. Only one of my classmates, who
was a fisherman boy who continued his study till the end of 10t grade.

Being a boy from Chittagong Diocese, having been formed by the Brothers of Holy
Cross, having joined the same Holy Cross as candidate for priesthood in 1961, | saw him
many more times in different gatherings, meetings and feasts, but no personal
relations. However, once | remember, Brother encouraged me to persevere in the
vocation to the priesthood.

After Bro. Flavian started his monastic life, | went to Diang, met him in Ashram, saw his
ashramic life of austerity and simplicity, solitude, prayer and love for the fisherman,
etc. After his death many times | went to Diang Ashram to make my personal retreat,
conducting Diaconate program for many years, conducting annual pilgrimage to our
Lady of Lourdes. All these occasions helped me to know more about him, his life-
history, life-style in the Ashram and helped to pray for him in my personal prayers and
public worship during the pilgrimages.

| have also read the book written by Bro. Alberic, csc, titled: “Great Brother Flavian”,
English Edition of 1991 and the Bengali Edition, February, 2003. These writings of Bro.
Alberic are authentic according to my judgment.

Sections 1: Birth and the Family (Q. 5-8); Sections Il (Q.9-21); Sections: lll: From the
Entrance into Religious Life to professional vows (Q. 22-35);
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Since | do not have any information regarding these three Sections and the questions
from 5-35, | deter from giving any information and opinion. Precise biographical data
may be collected from other sources.

However, reading his biography, (Bro. Alberic’s Book) his childhood was not pleasant
because of the early death of his mother and accidents at home, farmer family, his
knowledge of catechism, love for the games and sports, hard labour, interested in
many kinds of manual labour, organizer for different games, interests for mission work,
love for education, teaching and formation, personal prayer life, devotion to our Lady,
meeting with the then Bro. Andre at St. Joseph Oratory — all these indicated the kind
person he would be at a later stage of life.

Ans. to Question 36:

Being a member of the Missionary Congregation of Holy Cross with a fourth vow for
missionary work that led him to leave homeland.

Many missionaries who were working in Bengal at that time inspired him to be like
them. Bro Andre, later who became Saint Bro. Andre encouraged him to go to Bengal
mission.

It was a difficult mission because of the health issues, climate, transport and
communications, poverty, injustices, poor living conditions, lack of literacy and
education, crimes among the people, particularly among whom Bro. Flavian worked,

The above mentioned dangers were there and he was aware of those dangers and
challenges.

As missionary the only preparation that Bro. Flavian could take is missionary
motivation, zeal, love for the people,

Answer to Question 37:

Reading in his biography, we see that it took 45 days of traveling by train and boat in
order to reach Bengal accompanied by two other conferrers, Fr. Omer Deroche, Bro.
Ambrose Dion and Novice Eugene Poirier. They left Montreal for Bengal on 17t
October, 1932.

He came to live in Chittagong where Holy Cross Brothers and Fathers were living as a
community

Answers to Question 38-51:

After spending a year or so in the community in Chittagong he was sent to Padrishibpur
where Bro. Godfrey opened a school, called St. Alfred School. He studied Bengali for
one year for preparation of his missionary life. He was working as assistant to Bro.
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Godfrey, teaching, governing primary school which was already extended. Bro. Flavian
was in Padrishibpur from 1933-1936 when | was not born even.

Then in 1936 Bro. Flavian was sent to Noakhali to start a primary school which he
developed to sixth grade. Side by side his teaching he was studying B.A. under New
Brunswick University.

In 1938 Bro. Flavian was transferred to St. Placid School to teach in English Medium
School, to take care of the boarding house of about 100 students. He was the prefect
of Sports of the School. Parallel to the responsibilities mentioned, he was studying and
had received in 1939 B.A and B. Ed degree from Montreal University.

The qualities the students and the parents highlighted in Bro. Flavian were: he mixed
with the students, took active part in the sports together with the students, visited
their homes, etc.

During the Holy Week of 1939 Bro. Flavian suffered a lot because of conspiracy of a
guardian over a trivial matters. In order to save his reputation from the conspiracy
Bishop LePailleur, the Bishop of Chittagong transferred Bro. Flavian to Padrishibpur
again, where his conferrers were very happy to receive him. He was eventually made
Headmaster of the School. He stayed there till May 1942.

In the meantime Bro. Flavian went to Noakhali accompanying three candidates for the
Holy Cross Novitiate. He heard that as part of the World War going on, St. Placid School
was taken over by the Allied forces, the residential students were sent to Padrishibpur,
Bishop’s House was evacuated. In the midst of all that Bro. Flavian came to Chittagong
by train in one early morning to see the condition of Chittagong. Fr. Bertrand Rodrigues
briefed him about the developments and requested Bro. Flavian to stay in Chittagong.
Fr. Bertrand contacted the Superior in Padrishibpur and convinced them to keep Bro.
Flavian in Chittagong.

In this situation Bro. Flavian started a primary school in Changaon, six miles away from
the City, where he was going cycling for the management and teaching in the School.

The war situation ended in Chittagong in 1942 December. However, because of
shortage of food famine started. Fishermen were bringing food from Burma, but the
Japanese military has stopped all the transports because of which about sixty five
thousands boats were confiscated at the Bay of Bengal. The fishermen were most hit
in the famine. Bro. Flavian came to contact and started to organize the fishermen and
taking care of them. He opened feeding centres for the Hindu fishermen community.
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During 1942-1945 with the help of the army, Bro. Flavian organized a labour force of
1000 workers, opened Shelter for food distribution, health care and school for the
orphans of the aftermath of war victims.

The famine which lasted for two years (1943-1944) took away about sixty lakh of
people in Bangladesh. It is called Famine of 50 (following the Bengali Year 1350).

Answers to Q. 52:

Itis true that immediately after the Second World War, he had to struggle to keep alive
the families affected, the poor people especially, the fishermen, who were Hindus. As
he organized the fishermen and provided boats and nets to the fishermen with the
help of the Local Military authority. When they started fishing they were robbed by
the organized pirates. Bro. Flavian himself with the help of the government went to
the sea to be with fishermen boat with a group of gunmen to protect them from the
attacks of the pirates. After a while Bro. Flavian with others succeeded in removing
the pirates from the fishing area. It was a risky job for Bro. Flavian showed courage to
protect the weak and innocent people, he sided for the justice at the risk of his life.

TIDAL WAVES OF NOVEMEBER 1970 and WAR OF LIBERATION - 1971

A huge cyclone and tidal waves took place at the coastal area of Bangladesh including
Chittagong, Noakhali, Patuakhali and Barisal in November, 1970. Diang is at the side
of the Karnafuly Port and it was also affected. It is said that around five hundred
thousand people died and about ten thousand people were fishermen. Bro. Flavian
himself wrote about the devastation made by cyclone which was published in SALAM,
No. 21.1 Jan-March, 1971.

His companion Fr. Bertrand Rodrigues a Diocesan Priest, in charge of Caritas Chittagong
was also involved in the relief and rehabilitation work. Two of his Conferrers Brother
Lawrence Dias, csc, and Bro. Constant Brouillard, csc, were engaged in relief work in
the south of Noakhali and Barisal.

Immediately after this cyclone, the Liberation Movement started from March 26 and
continued till 16" December 1971, the date marking the Victory Day of independent
Bangladesh after nine months of guerrilla fighting and war aided by India. In the war
three million people were killed, two hundred thousand women were tortured, 100
million people took shelter in India because of the genocide and destruction of houses
and property by the Pakistan army.

After the natural calamities and man-made calamities a long period of relief,
rehabilitation and developments started by the Diocese of Chittagong and later by the
entire Church in Bangladesh.
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Bro. Flavian stayed in the Diang, Chittagong, particularly very close to the people with
whom he worked. He was involved in Relief work through the organization called first
Chittagong Organization for Relief and Development (CORD) which was initiated in
Chittagong Diocese after the devastating tornedo and tidal waves by the Social
Commission of the Diocese of Chittagong.

At a latter date an inter-diocesan Organization was set up by the Bishops of
Bangladesh, called Christian Organization for Relief and Rehabilitation (CORR), which
became Caritas Bangladesh from 1972 and continues its work till today.

During this long period Bro. Flavian stayed in Diang and took care of the Christian and
Hindu and Muslim communities. He also visited other affected areas in Manpura
island.

This period has also responsible for emergence of many initiatives for the development
of the poor in Diang where Bro. Flavian was the main leader and also supported by
other Brothers of the Holy Cross Community and the Diocese of Chittagong and CORR.

The initiatives were:

a) Increased number of fishing boats and Mechanization of the fishing boat of the
poor fishermen.

b) Cooperative Movement of the Fishermen.

c) First batch of 11 fisherman boys who completed School exam successfully from
the School founded by Bro. Flavian.

d) Land reclamation was done for agricultural farming, irrigation work, etc.

e) Women cooperatives were opened giving them training at the training Center
Bro. Flavian built.

f) Poor people were given land and houses as part of the rehabilitation program.

g) Cyclone Shelter at the Mission compound was built for future protection.

h) Different cooperative groups were formed among the Muslims, Hindu and
Fishermen and Christian people for developments.

i) Work for food programs were initiated.

j) Bro. Flavian took care of the Orphans and sending them abroad with legal
permission from the Government, which was always difficult to get.

k) Bro. Flavian actively supported the foundation of trade school for the street and
drop out children started by Fr. Dujarier, a PRADO priest.

Answer to Quest. No. 69......

| think every person is unique, particularly when that person is sent by God for special
mission. A particular mission is a charismatic gift of the Holy Spirit, among many other
variety of gifts. Of course, every saint has some commonalities, like very strong
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relationship with God, life of prayer, spiritual life, love of neighbour, etc. Mother
Theresa of Calcutta was called to show God’s love for the poorest of the poor. Bro.
Flavian too, had the love for the poor, who are deprived of their rights, poor who do
not see much for future. In that sense both Mother Theresa and Bro. Flavian have been
called to reveal God’s love for the poor. But Bro. Flavian should be seen in the light of
the poor fishermen, friend of fishermen, an apostle of fishermen. That was his call and
he did through his active engagement with them as well as in his hermit, a
contemplative life. Hence | would say comparison is not necessary. Every gift of the
Holy Spirit is unique. Uniqueness is what characterizes his life of holiness.

Cardinal Patrick: PERSONAL REFLECTION

What are the reasons for the choice hermit life? | do not know his own personal
motive. But reflection on his life arouse in me the following:

(a) Itis quite common in the religious and cultural society in Bangladesh, that a very
active life is concluded with solitary life, alone with God, a contemplative life, a
non-active but not passive life.

(b) In all his life, he was super-active, dynamic, moving, running, challenging, facing
the challenges of life, an action-oriented life. But a divine light dawned on him
calling for a quiet life, active in another way, loving people, serving them in
another way.

(c) Allhis life Bro. Flavian tried to be contemplative in action but at the end of life he
tried to be active in contemplation.

(d) He had many enemies who wanted to do harm on him, kill him, because he sided
with the poor fishermen. He tried so much to change their mentality, have
conversion of life, we cannot say whether he succeeded or not. But at the last
stage of hermitage life, he worked for their conversion through prayers. And the
testimonies are many of those people, Muslims and Hindus who came to the
hermitage to ask pardon from Bro. Flavian.

(e) Diang, a place of so much of work, activities, projects, dreams of human
developments of all sorts, but Diang, because of Bro. Flavian stands now as a
hermitage, a holy place, a place of pilgrimage, an Ashram, a sign of true perfection
and holiness to which everyone must aspire, move and go in the journey of life.

(f) Diang stands for something which is eternal, blissful, heavenly, a Mount Carmel
with the presence for Blessed Virgin Mary of Lourdes, thanks to the plan of God
and thanks to Bro. Flavian discovering that plan.

(g) After the discovery, that | made in 1989 after reading the history of Diang and
Chittagong at the period of 16" and 17" century, Diang always reminded of the
First Monastery of some Dominican and Franciscan Fathers who resided there in
the beginning of 17t" Century, and the six hundred people who were killed by the
Arakan Army in 1602 AD. So Diang has been a place of monastery, a place of
martyrs in Bengal, to an Ashram of Diang transformed by Bro. Flavian, and a holy
place of pilgrimage.
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(h)

Hence my conclusion is Bro. Flavian, knowingly or unknowingly did what God had
planned earlier and now Bro. Flavian will continue that heritage with the help of
Divine Providence, manifesting his holiness of life as Saint, an Apostle of
Fishermen after the examples of the Disciples of Christ.

HEROIC VIRTUES IN BRO. FLAVIAN

1.

The entire life of Bro. Flavian testifies to all the Theological Virtues of Faith, Hope
and Charity. During the struggles of life, facing challenges of the mission, and
pleading assistance from the Divine Providence and his ardent devotion to
Mother Mary portrays those virtues in his life.

He was a good man, a good human being with sense of prudence, justice, courage
and temperance. All these made him a good human being as well as a good
Christian and Religious.

In his active as well as in contemplative life, we saw him as man of God, prayerful
person, having special devotion to our Lady of Lourdes, committed to love the
poor and the deprived, particularly the fishermen, ready to give up his life at any
cost imitating Christ.

Bro. Flavian was a heroic Missionary as expressed in coming to Bangladesh and
working here, as expressed in evangelization (mission ad gentes) of the fishermen
community working for their integral development and all the apostolates that he
was actively engaged.

Solidarity with the poor, particularly fishermen community, being everything to
all, father, mother, brother, friend, solace, companion in the journey of holiness.
When we look at the eventful life of Bro. Flavian, we see in him the work of God'’s
providence with a direction to the call of holiness, to which he was always ready
to surrender.

In Conclusion, | would like to say:

Bro. Flavian’s holiness, sanctity of life is a gift of God. | believe holiness is given to him,
not for his own sake alone but for the benefit of the whole Church and particularly the
Church in Bangladesh. This holy person has been given to the church so that she
becomes holy by following his example. We are to follow and imitate him. It is good
and urgent for the church that this beatification process comes to completion. We need
to speed up our work fast. His sainthood is like a treasure still hidden which needs to
uncovered, exposed and lifted high for the good of the Church.

Signature
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Cardinal Patrick D’Rozario, csc.
Archbishop Emeritus of Dhaka

Date:

2"d June, 2023
CARDINAL’S MESSAGE

The Chittagong YMCA has been very kind to extend an invitation to me to celebrate Golden Jubilee of its
foundation in Chittagong and also has requested me to convey a message for the occasion. My sincere
thanks to the President, Secretary and the Board concerned.

To commemorate fifty years of journey of YMCA, launched in Chittagong immediately after the
independence of Bangladesh, is very significant, because the YMCA Chittagong too walked together with
independent Bangladesh in its efforts of the nation building, for which the YMCA Chittagong can well be
proud during the celebration of Golden Jubilee for all the contributions it has made.

Personally | had the opportunity too, to have close ties with Chittagong YMCA and with its leadership
given by persons, some of whom are now celebrity in the national and international arena who did their
apprenticeship in Chittagong and has spread in and abroad of the nation. When | was the Bishop of
Chittagong, some of these leaders have been close to me, in thinking, creating vision, implementing in
action and moving the movement forward. This also gives me a very sincere joy in the celebration of its
Gold Jubilee.

On the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of the Chittagong Y MCA, my thoughts go beyond the boundary
of fifty years and remember the First World Conference held on 22™ August, 1855 and be inspired by the
backdrop of identity and mission of the YMCA: “ The Young Men's Christian Association seek to unite
those young men who regard Jesus Christ as their God and Savior, according to the Holy Scriptures and
desireto be his disciples and extend His kingdom among young men.”

At the occasion of the Golden Jubilee of Chittagong YMCA, | experience a great joy and gratitude to God
as well as to the young people who have been in forefront of ecumenical journey of the Church since its
inception at global aswell aslocal level. Infront of my own eyes | have seen the remarkabl e growth in the
Ecumenical Spirit with joining of the Catholics with other Christian Denominations.

When we commemorate ajubilee, we experience aspirit of gratitude and thanksgivings, aspirit of contrition
of our failures and a spirit of hope and commitment for the future. The future hope and commitment are
aready well articulated in the Vision 2030 of World YMCA.

Along with the Vision 2030, may I, therefore, appea to the Chittagong YMCA to start a new journey of
building “Human Fraternity” in their bond of membership, in commitment of their mission to build the
kingdom of God, and of living out the vision of communion as“Brothers and Sisters’ of one human family
- among the children, young people and others.

In conclusion | express my heartfelt thanks and congratulations to all the members and to al those giving
leadership in Chittaong YMCA.

With Blessings
Cardinal Patrick D’ Rozario, csc.
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Book Review
Education (Shikha) and Service (Seva)
(Catechesis, Socia Teachings and Educational Institution)

Francis Sunil Rosario

His Eminence, Patrick Cardinal D’ Rozario, Archbishop Emeritus of Dhaka Archdiocese in his
retirement years yet brought out another very important book on the social teachings of the Church
in Bengdi. He is a prolific thinker and writer. He is a practica theologian and is able to
contextualize the social teachings of the Church down the century since 1891, the maiden Social
teaching, “Rerum Novarum” by Pope Leo X111 in 1891. The encyclical Rerum Novarum dealt with
persons, systems and structures, the three co-ordinates of the modern promotion of justice and
peace, now established asintegral to the Church's mission.

Since 1974, Cardinal’ s effort to bring out thought provoking, 17 such in depth study of theol ogical
reflections published in Bengali on the teachings of the Church. An ardent lover of the Church
teachings, through this most recent book he wants to implement the on-going faith formation
through catechesis, to empower the institutions in building aims and objectives to promote human
dignity and awareness of human rights, so that all may become effective evangelizers in the
respective fields of ministry.

The book entitled * Shikha O Seva’ (Education and Service) in the light of the social teachings of
the Church can be auseful tool and handbook to implement the teachings of the Church in Pastoral,
Social, Economic and Political domain. This book will help in the theological reflection and
Gospel to make effective and relevant to our times.

According to an Irish theologian, Dr. Dona Dorr, “The study of Social teaching examines the
extent to which the Church’ s teaching is an effective defense of the poor and powerless in society
and an encouragement to them in the struggle for justice as well as an effective response to the
pressing issue of environmental justice. The concept of an option for the poor is a standard by
which one can assess the depth and effectiveness of the Church’s concern for the poor. It also
provides aunigue point of view that throwslight on all the other topicsdealt with in Catholic social
teaching.”

The book covers the background of the Socia teachings of the Church and introduces various
topics, as our pastoral and socia concernsto address the issues affecting the Church in our region.
Cardina has systematically categorized those in three parts. An option for the poor is a
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commitment to struggle against structural injustice. This commitment has a solid base in the
biblical teaching about the attitude of God toward injustice, oppression, and poverty.

Thefirst part consists of the Social teachings of the Church right from * Rerum Novarum'’ the first
Social encyclical by Pope Leo X111 (1891). This section has four chapters. Ch 1 is on the chief
principles of the Social teachings of the Church. Ch 2 has Pope' s various encyclicals and Apostolic
Exhortations. Ch 3 highlights on Human Persons, Human Dignity and Human Rights. Ch 4 gives
thebird’ seye view on Social organi zations and instiutions based on Social teachings of the Church.

The Second part of the book covers the Socia teachings of the Church and role of Institutions in
the field of education, socia service and heath care. It has two chapters, namely Chapter 1 gives
the main principles of the social teachings of the church and Ch. 2 gives some guidelinesto govern
variousinstitutionsin education, social service and health care. It suggests the waysto connect the
Social teachings and Gospel with the Government schemes, projects and policies. How the Church
can tie up with such schemes to carry on the service to the marginalized and the downtrodden of
the society to address the issues of injustice, oppression and poverty. The guidelines and policies
of the governing Church are to be in line of thinking with the social teachings. These are in the
context of the Church in Bangladesh. These can bevery well adapted to any local Church situations
and context.

The third and final part of the book consists of promoting fraternal charity through dialogue. This
section isvery vital for the Church in the present global context. It clarifies some of the objectives
of dialogue in the Church with other faith communities. It also highlights on the Peace pilgrimage
to Irag by Pope Francisto build bridges of peace. The warmth of heart brings peace and fellowship.
Cardinal has contextualized giving importance to the ‘ Father of the Nation’ Bongo Bondhu, Late
Sheikh Mujibur Rehman in the light of the Church’s teachings on dialogue and ‘Fratelli Tutti’.
Finally Cardina speaks of ever growing pluralistic society and the need to promote Inter-faith
dialogue within the Church and build bridges for peace, universal solidarity, interconnectedness
and universal brotherhood that can sustain our love for one another.

This book has 247, hard bound and published by Protibeshi Prakashini and Jerry printing, Dhaka
1100, Phone 47113885. The cost is very reasonable Rs. 200. The book is available at CBCB,
Dhaka, Bangladesh.
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April 19, 2023.

ENLARGE THE SPACE OF HOLY CROSS TENT
“Enlarge the Space of your Tent” (Isaiah 54:2)

IN THE LIGHT OF THE VISION OF BLESSED BASIL MOREAU

Cardinal Patrick D’Rozario, csc.
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CONTEXT OF THE TOPIC

Universal Synodal Church — A call to enlarge the space for being Church:
“Enlarge the Space of your Tent” (Isaiah 54:2)
150t Death Anniversary of Blessed Moreau — A call for Holy Cross (Death 1873+150=2023)

170™ Anniversary of the Bengal Mission — A call for Holy Cross in Bangladesh.
(Some dates: Founded 1837; Bengal Mission 1853; 2003: 150 in Bengal; Venerable 2003;
Blessed 2008)

IMPORTANCE OF THE CALL TO BE CHURCH AND TO BE HOLY CROSS

» A call to Synodal Church is also a call to Synodal Holy Cross since Religious life of Holy
Cross is at the Core of the Church.

> Itis a moment of grace, a gift of the Holy Spirit in our time and space.

» Itis acall to be witnesses and missionaries of the Good News.

» It is a time of thanking the Leadership of Pope Francis in the Church and of Blessed
Moreau in Holy Cross.

> Itis an opportunity for conversion and renewal

» Itis an invitation to listen to the Holy Spirit.

I. SYNODAL CHURCH and SYNODAL HOLY CROSS

A. Synod: People of God walking together as “followers of the Way”, Jesus who is the “Way,
Truth and Life”.
Holy Cross: Holy Cross (Priests, Brothers and Sisters) walking together as followers of Jesus
within the Church and within the Holy Cross Community.

B. A Common Dignity of all the Baptized: Church of everyone: Faithful, Religious, Priests.
Holy Cross: Consecrated in Baptism and in Holy Cross Religious life is our common Dignity.

C. Synodality means communion of all the People of God Journeying Together.
Holy Cross: Journeying together as Consecrated people following the Charism of Holy Cross
and as per vision of the Founder.

D. Aim of the Synod: a Synodal process (and not an event), of being Church, a new way of being
Church guided by the Holy Spirit, according to what “He says to the Church”.
Holy Cross: To be Holy Cross is a continuous process not restricted to any event like, First
Profession, Final Profession, etc. guided always by the Holy Spirit listening always what He
says to the Holy Cross Community.

E. Synodal Key Themes:
1) Communion: founded on Triune God, rooted in the Holy Spirit, common listening to the
Word of God and the Tradition of the Church and grounded in the sensus fidei.
2) Participation: of all the baptized: to pray, listen, analyse, dialogue, discern and offer
advice or making pastoral decisions which correspond as closely as possible to God’s will.
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3) Mission: to witness to the love of God to whole human family, to witness to the Gospel,
particularly with those who live on the spiritual, social, economic, political, geographical,
environmental and existential peripheries of our world.

Holy Cross Themes (4 “C”s)

1) Consecration: Trinitarian Dimension; Consecration in Religious Life grounded on Baptism,
on three evangelical counsels living according to the Charism of the Congregation for the
mission of the Church. Three evangelical counsels lead the Consecrated people to
configuration to the mystery of Christ.

2) Communion: Trinitarian Community, ecclesiology of Communion in Universal and Local
Church, communion of Holy Cross Family as modeled after the Holy Family of Nazareth
(priests/Brothers/Sisters), and communion within the members of each community; an
eloquent sign of ecclesial communion.

3) Collegiality (participation): Communion is collegiality, co-responsibility; Co-responsibility
flows out of the communion, from the roles of the parts of the body and of the gifts of
the Holy Spirit. “One does not build alone but together”. Recognition of the responsibility
of each and everyone in the Church, Congregation and in the Mission.

4) Com-mission: Mission of the Holy Cross Congregation is Evangelization and cooperation
in furthering the Kingdom of God. Being rooted “in the fertile soil of the Church”: (@)
this cooperation is “with the bishops who govern the local Churches’ (CL 54, 75). (b) to
pastoral ministry of education, preaching and administration of sacraments, (c) this
cooperation includes support to the ministry of mercy and compassion, (d) and is carried
out with the qualities of ingenuity, inventiveness and prophetic boldness.

The Logo of the Synod:

» A large majestic tree, full of wisdom and light, reaches for the sky.

» Asign of deep vitality and hope which expresses the cross of Christ. It carries the eucharist,
which shines like the sun. The horizontal branches, opened like hands or wings, suggest,
at the same time, the Holy Spirit.

» Different People journeying together, children and young are in front

» People are inclusive of all in the Church.

Holy Cross: Spes Unica, the Cross is “Our Only Hope”.

. Prayer of Invocation: “We stand before you, Holy Spirit”

“We stand before you, Holy Spirit, as we gather together in Your Name. With You alone to
guide us, make yourself at home in our hearts. Teach us the way we must go and hope we
are to pursue it. We are weak and sinful. Do not let us promote disorder. Do not letignorance
lead us down the wrong path nor partiality influence our actions. Let us find in You our unity
so that we may journey together to eternal life and not stray from the way of truth and what
is right. All this we ask of You, who are at work in every place and time, in the communion of
the Father and the Son, forever and ever. Amen.”

Holy Cross: Prayer for the Synod

Listening: by the Entire People of God what the Holy Spirit is saying to the Church. Synodal
process is a lived experience of discernment, participation and co-responsibility.

Holy Cross: Constant Discernment: What does the Holy Spirit say to the Congregation of Holy
Cross?
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J.  Fruits of Synod: to dream about the Church, people’s hope flourish, trust, bind of wounds,
new and deeper relationships, mutual learning, building bridges, enlightening minds, warm
hearts, restoring strength for our common mission.

Holy Cross: In addition to the above, the following: discovering the originality of the Vision of
our Founder. Visible Communion among the three branches of the Holy Cross. Communion
among Priests, Religious and laity at all levels of the apostolate.

Missionary Spirit, apostolic Zeal, God’s providence, Work of God, to build together and not
alone, education of minds and hearts, Educators of Faith, Less individualism and more
communitarian apostolate, prayer life, discernment, etc.

K. Call for Conversion: a personal and communitarian conversion; wider level social, political,
environmental and pastoral conversion.

Holy Cross: Change of mind-set, communitarian dimension of administration, apostolate,
ministry and spirituality.

Il. VISSION OF BLESSED MOREAU

With the renewal brought by Vatican |1, the Holy Cross Congregation has been renewed according
to the original inspiration of our Founder Blessed Moreau. The new Constitutions are a testimony
in which the community’ s origina charism has been discovered anew, identified more clearly and
directives for Holy Cross life and mission have been given accordingly.

Let us now consider very briefly the charism (Vision) of Fr. Moreau from whom originates the
grace of the foundation.

A. Apostolic I nspiration and Providence of God

Immediately after the French Revolution, faced with urgent needs of the Church and society
particularly alack of priests, Christian educators, formators of the clergy, evangelical workersand
of workersin mission fields, and set out to respond to these needs.

Fr. Moreau made the discernment not in isolation but in communion with the Church and its
authority, with the spirit of “sentire cum ecclesia’, and with the vision he received and
confirmation of his apostolic desire.

He confronted the challenges of the needs with extraordinary personal qualities, that is. urgency
of love and action, courage and zeal, dedication and gentleness, patience and steadfastness. He
asked the same qualities from the collaborators of Brothers, Fathers and Sisters.

Fr. Moreau was deeply convinced that God was “the one who began it”, it was the “work of
Providence”, aplan of God himself. Like the Divine Master he suffered in faith as he completely
surrendered to the will of God.

B. Holy Crossin God’'s Plan

The plan of God inspired Fr. Moreau to create something new, something that did not yet exist: a
religious family with a means of evangelization and a mission outlook.

1. A Religious Family:

Fr. Moreau did not start with vocation promotion or recruitment. His was an original approach.
With his organizing gift he brought together three groups of “evangelical workers’ -- Priests,
Brothersand Sisters, and formed theminto “one unit in the Church” for the sake of mission. Added
to the three groups of “fraternal collaborators’ Fr. Moreau also formed lay peopl€ s associations
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for collaboration with the three societies. Thus Holy Cross as a Religious Family was given birth
by the Holy Spirit for a mission of service to the Church.

2. Means of Evangelization:

Fr. Moreau gathered together evangelical workers and sent them out to educate, and expected them
to use that education as means of evangdization: education in faith by preaching, teaching,
forming and taking pastoral care; education of the whole person - not only to serve Christ in the
Church but also to be responsible citizens, good workersin the secular and troubled society of the
day. Fr. Moreau wanted his evangelical workers to be at the disposal of the Church for the sake
of the Kingdom of God.

3. Mission Outlook:

Fr. Moreau wanted apostolic zeal to be a primary characteristic of his sons and daughters. The
apostolic zeal would originate from their evangelized hearts; zeal that would manifest in their
everyday life; zea that would extend to different apostolic horizons (or spaces), and zeal that
would inspire them to pray.

[11. “ENLARGE THE SPACE OF YOUR TENT"” (Isaiah 54:2)
A. “Tent-Life-Experience’:

Some have experiences and others do not have tent-life-experience. Those who did camping in the
past, they surely had some experiences. my own experiencein Y CM camping, Scout camping, €etc.

Descriptions: tent not regular house, no doors, windows, walls, or rooms, or toilets; no beds, chairs
and tables. It is an open space, new person can betaken in, ever expandable; some kind of affinity,
affection, sense of fellowship, not a permanent place, facilities are bare minimum and the tent can
be pitched, plucked up and move to a new place as need arises.

Biblical Experiences:

In Semitic culture people frequently moved from one place to another, dwelt in tents, Israglites
had journey experiences on the way to the Promised land and living in tents was not aien to them.

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob lived mostly in tents; After his call Moses lived in tent during the
journey, David pitched his tent and put the ark of the Covenant init. The call of Isaiah to expand
and make space for others would easily be understood by the Israglites. Welcoming the foreigners,
sojourners and strangers, as an example, Abraham by the oaks of Mamrereceiving, inviting, giving
hospitality, receiving blessings from the visitors.

In the NT, the incarnation is described as “God pitched his tent among us’, someone coming to
dwell with us. Paul was a tent maker and earned his livelihood with the trade. As preacher he
surely knew what it means to pitch tent to preach the Word of God. He enlarged the space of the
tent of the Church, through missionary journeys and constantly called for unity in the Church.

B. Synodal call for Enlarging Space of the Tent:
How do we as a Church and as Holy Cross enlarge the space of our tent today?

Enlarging Space of the tent means: “being more inclusive, welcoming, creating space for others.
Avoiding exclusion and neglect, eschewing discriminations based on colour, nationality or status.
It means not passing by the wounded man on the highway but stopping to lift him up and bandage
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his wounds, taking him to the inn and caring for him. It involves setting aside our other pre-
occupations and appointments... it is an attitude of the heart to sense the needs of our neighbour.”

“A Synodal journey entails going along together, taking a along everyone, and not leaving behind
anyone — the wesak, the feeble, the aged, the helpless, the vulnerable, those in the periphery and
those who struggleto walk.” (Fr. George Plathottam, sdb, People of Asia, Journeying with Jesus,
2023.)

C. Enlargethe Space of Holy Cross Tent

Here are some proposed spaces which may indicate more enlarging of the tent pitched on the soil
of Bangladesh with renewed spirit of Synodality in the Church and in the light of the Vision of
Blessed Moreau.

1.

Evangelization: The primary mission of the Church is the Evangelization Today, (Evengdlii
Nuntiandi, 1975), after the example of Mission of the Redeemer (Redemptoris Missio, 1990),
proclaiming the Joy of the Gospel (Evangeliium Guadium, 2013), taking care of our Common
Home (Laudato S, 2015) to all Brothers and Ssters (“ Fratelli Tutti”, 2022), journeying
together with the People of Bangladesh.

Inter-Religious Dialogue: In the midst of Religious pluralism and in the minority status of
the Church, positively understood as power of “salt”, “light” and “yeast”, Inter-Religious
Dialogue offers a new pathway to build “Human Fraternity” with cooperation with the people
of all religions and cultures.

Poverty and Development: The Church in Bangladesh is known for Charitable activities and
development projects to mitigate poverty, injustices and hardship of people. Holy Cross have
been involved always in these activities and now the call isto get anew way of being involved
in the Integrated Human Devel opment for the promotion of Human Dignity and Rights.

Women: Thereisaneed of greater recognition and appreciation of the role of women in the
Church and in the society, their participation in decision-making and pastoral action, whichis
rooted in their Baptismal dignity.

Youth: Youth ministry has been given much attention by the Church. However, their voices
need to be heard, a renewed focus on young people, their formation and accompaniment are
their urgent needs. The digitalization opens anew horizon for the evangelization by the young,
assuring at the same time, proper of use of social media.

Education: The main goa of education as proposed by the Church is to build “Human
Fraternity”. Along with the “education in faith” and in the formation of the “mind and heart”,
Holy Cross may be more focused to build human fraternity in an inter-religious approach in its
educational institutions.

New Way of Being Church: New way of being Church is to live out in our times the
aggiornamento of the Second Vatican Council, being Church in dialogue with other religions
and other ecclesial communities, greater attention to the laity, recognition of the gifts of the
Holy Spirit in men and women in the Church and institutions, being less hierarchical, less
clerical and being more participatory, less institutiona and more community based ministry
from the grassroots level (SCC).

Prayer and Contemplation: The People of God areled by the Spirit. Hence great importance
and value to prayer, discernment, meditation of the Word of God, holiness of life as expressed
in Holy Cross in Consecration, Communion, Collegiality and Com-missioning. Richness of
icons, symbols, prayer forms, artistic writing and inscriptions, prayer beads, flowers and
incense, prayer postures, costumes, especially demarcated sacred places, specific times of
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prayers, value of silence, chants, music, and vocal and repetitive prayer. The Liturgica
celebrations, official prayers of the Church, Holy Rosary, lectio divina, inter-religious prayer
expressing faith in God — the Father of all peoples needs to be faithfully practiced.

Asmembers of Holy Cross, we have the memory of 186 years of Holy Cross History out of which
170 years of our mission in Bengal journeying together. 150" centenary of the death of our
beloved Founder, Blessed Moreau provides the occasion for celebration. The prophetic vision of
our Founder again beacon us anew to walk in his footprints and in the concrete footprints his
followers on the paths to move forward. We have great and challenging history still to be
accomplished. Looking to the future as we journey together, let us make our lives a fervent
expectation of Christ with an unceasing calling out “Come Lord Jesus, come!”

Provincial Assembly of the Sacred Heart of Jesus Province, Moreau House, Dhaka

> af$e, 2020 3.

On Easter Sunday we remember:

On Easter dawn, two women, two Marys went to the tomb and the Angel told them: “I know you are
looking for Jesus... He is not here; he has risen”. The two women ran to tell the Disciples of Jesus.
Suddenly Jesus appeared, gave them “Greetings” and said: “Do not be afraid, Go and tell my brothers to
go to Galilee; there they will see me.” (Cfr. Mt. 28:1-10)

On Easter our wish is that we may meet the Risen Lord on our Journey together and may proclaim and
witness Him because we have sent to do so.

Let our lives be filled with the Joy of Encounter of the Risen Lord and speak this Good News to others.
With Easter Greetings and Blessings of the Lord who is Risen.

Cardinal Patrick D’Rozario, csc.
Padrishibpur, Home Parish
9t April, 2023.
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INTRODUCTION

BOOK NAMED: THE HUMAN FAMILY by Fr. George Ponodath, SJ.

The family seems to be the singular institution that is affected most by every mega
change in society. That institution seems to be also the locus where the battle of
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transformation is fought the hardest. For example, with the coming of
industrialization, the joint family took a beating and the nuclear family was formed.
Now that the digitalization of society is taking place, the family seems to be severely
affected but we cannot yet gauge the extent of that transformation. Nevertheless, we
can say that one of the features of all these transformations is fragmentation - the
joint family fragmented into nuclear family. With digitalization, the nuclear family
seems to fragment further into digital family where each member becomes not a
person but a digital address. This address is no more than a few numbers and/or a
few letters or symbols. It is tantamount to say that in such a situation both the
Church and individuals — such as theologians, sociologists, anthropologists, other
intellectuals in the society and above all the parents — should reflect on family life.

“The Human Family” authored by Fr. George Ponodath S.J. is one such reflections. It
is very much contextual and I would go so far as to say that it is the need of the hour.
It is like a whiff of fresh air in the polluted and fragmented environment of
individualism and selfishness menacingly threatening simple, selfless family life. The
topic is universal in appeal. His lucid style of writing, replete with concrete examples
to prove his point, makes for interesting reading. It is indeed a practical guide for
family-living which is becoming more and more problematic now.

In the book he says, “The husband builds the house, the wife transforms it into a
home and when children arrive, together they make it into a family. When God arrives
in that family, it becomes a Holy Family”. Though it has not come at the beginning of
the book, I think this sets the tone of the book. He deals with each one of them — the
husband, the wife, the children and of course God, in the family.

Among other things, the Encyclical of Pope Francis, Amoris Laetitia, seems to have
inspired and motivated the author most to undertake this project. Fr. Ponodath
conceived the idea of the project while living in the soil of Bangladesh being exposed to
families during his parish ministries in Dhaka Archdiocese. Therefore, the present
book is born of concrete experience, prayerful reflections during his many retreats and
it is grounded on serious study and considerations. We were colleagues and
collaborators in Bangladesh during the time he stayed there.

The title of the book, “The Human family” underlines the universal approach of the
author: this book is not just for Christians alone; it is for all. It is eminently based on
everyday human experiences and concrete family situations. Nevertheless, “The
Human Family” does not take away the Christian perspective as he always carefully
brings the teachings of the Bible, of the Church and its doctrine into his reflections.
His considerations, however, are critical and pastorally oriented following the line of
thoughts indicated in Amoris Latitia.

Human families are made of human beings marked with rationality and capability of
self-understanding; human beings who are featured with moral conscience to
distinguish what is good and what is bad and with transcendental openness to God;
human beings who are able to contemplate dignity, joy and beauty of love, human
beings who are capable of great generosity and lot of self-sacrifice. This is truly what
is meant by being human. The duty of everyone, be they parents or church personnel,
is to encourage and bring to fruition these God-given qualities of a human person.

From our Christian perspective a family has two dimensions: human and divine. In
the chapter on ‘God in the family’ the author very deftly broaches this topic of
transforming the human family to Holy Family. To be a true family, I believe, there
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should be both these dimensions: the human and the divine. To achieve that goal and
to walk together in that path, every family needs care from others and it should be
ready to provide care to others.

Although the size of the book is moderate, the author has incorporated most of the
issues of Human and Christian family-life, dealing with each issue carefully albeit
briefly. I may highlight some of the main areas of his discussions: Humanness of man
and woman and their bond in the family; marriage as partnership of life and love;
transformation of conjugal love to parental love with responsibilities for education and
formation of children; social relationship and responsibility of the family; opportunities
and threats to family life, etc. Finally, the author has indicated the final goal as well
as the process of how God dwells in the Human family moving it towards a Holy
Family.

Lord Jesus is the “Good Shepherd”. Shepherding responsibility of Jesus is shared by
the Church, the community of Christian believers who have been baptized and
confirmed. This shepherding responsibility is primarily exercised by the parents of the
families who are the shepherds of the “domestic churches”. As part of their ministerial
priesthood, the Bishops and Priests do also share in the shepherding ministry of the
Good Shepherd, primarily for the family, the basic cell of human society and the
church at home of the Christian community.

What Fr. George Ponodath S.J. has done by this book is to shepherd or minister to the
family. It is a splendid guideline to all human families. A special feature that I enjoyed
is that each chapter is complete in itself. Therefore, one can begin the book anywhere.
One can scan the contents and select the topic one finds relevant and go straight
there, without referring to other chapters before or after. Our sincere thanks for his
contribution in understanding human and Christian family and providing some
practical guidelines to follow.

In conclusion I wish the Joy of Love for each and every family, resounding the message
of Pope Francis, “The joy of love experienced by families (domestic churches) is also the
joy of the Church”. (Amoris Laetitia n. 1)

Cardinal Patrick D’Rozario, CSC.
Archbishop Emeritus of Dhaka

S2 (PN, 029

Golden Jubilee Message for Greenherald Inter national School

It fills my heart with joy to congratulate the Congregation of Our Lady of the
Missions (RNDM) Sisters on the occasion of the Golden Jubilee of S.F.X.
Greeherald International School. For 50 years the RNDM sisters have provided
continuity, and stability to the institution and have set a glorious example at home
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and abroad. We congratulate the Principal, Sisters, Teachers, Students and Staff who
have aided in the realization of the institution’ s vision over these years.

We take this historic moment to remember the selfless contribution of the RNDM
sisters, who have toiled throughout their lives for the betterment of thisnation. Their
lifelong commitment to the core values of the congregation, has brought Greenherald
whereit standstoday. Sinceitsinceptionin 1972, theinstitution has provided quality
education for the young people of Bangladesh. The school’ s approach to nurturing
young mindsis holistic asit fosters students to not only thrivein academic brilliance
but also become a person with human dignity and socially conscious citizens.

Greenherald acknowledges the importance of building future citizenswho act in true
freedom. The benign environment of the institution has been the breeding ground
for many successful alumni who will be joining the jubilee celebrations. With
profound gratitude, | look back at the years as the congregation had invited me to
join thelr numerous events. It has been a privilege to witness the perennial growth
of theingtitution over these years.

Thevision of the Father of the Nation, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur, and the vision
of Greenherald stand as one. He believed that a befitting education is one that can
meet the global standard. Bangabandhu’s vision was to modernize the curriculum
with aglobal perspective so that Bangladesh youth could cope with the talents of the
developed nations. Greenherald has incessantly endeavored to actualize
Bangabandhu’s vision by incorporating the Cambridge International Examination
syllabusinto its curriculum.

The ingtitution has duly instilled patriotic values within the hearts of the students
ever since its early days and continues to do so. From its very humble beginning in
1972, Greenherald has grown leaps and bounds and now stands tall and proud
equipped with the latest innovations in technology applied to teaching-learning
pedagogy. The school has always coped with the rapid changes in education and
technology and continues to provide a world-class education for the students. In
Bangladesh, Greenherald is one of the first schools from Bangladesh to be affiliated
with Cambridge University, UK.
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This Jubilee of Greenherald is a milestone to be celebrated, to recall the remarkable
ways in which the school has fulfilled its mission of imparting value-based solid,
and holistic schooling by tenderly shaping the students. The world that weliveinis
becoming increasingly hostile, and henceit is essential our future generationsto bear
the torch of love and bring about a culture of peace and harmony. This Jubilee
celebration is aso an auspicious time to reflect on the past laurels of the school as
well asintrospect on the devel opment required to meet the challengesthat lie ahead.

On this marvelous occasion, | extend my heartiest regards to everyone who was
associated with the institution. We pray to our Holy Father that Greenherad
continues to strivein its endeavors, and continues with strength and resilience.

. Tkl 0 e
Cardinal Patrick D’ Rozario CSC
Archbishop Emeritus of Dhaka
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IDENTITY AND VALUES OF CARITAS BANGLADESH

SOME REFLECTIONS, OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Cardinal Patrick D’Rozario, csc.

A. NATURE OF CARITAS BANGLADESH

1. Caritas Bangladesh is the Social Arm of the Catholic Church in Bangladesh. It functions
according to the vision, values, mission and mandate given by the Catholic Bishops
Conference of Bangladesh (CBCB).

2. Caritas Bangladesh is a National NGO, registered under the Society Registration Act of
1860 and approved by the Government of Bangladesh as a Local NGO.

3. Caritas Bangladesh is a Faith-based NGO with emphasis on human, ethical, spiritual values
amidst modern trend of secularization. This shall be mutually understood by Caritas and
the donor agencies.

4. The Vision, Mission and Values of Caritas Bangladesh are founded on the Social Teachings
of the Universal Catholic Church, which is regularly updated because of the changes
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occurring in the social realities of the people and the society. The Social Teachings of the
Church lays down for Caritas the Principles of: (a) Thinking, (b) Actions and (c) Evaluation.

Caritas Bangladesh has its own Organogram with specific roles and functions, governed
by the principle of subsidiarity in accordance with its identity and values.

The Caritas Bangladesh is for “Integral Human Development with task of promoting the
human person and God-given dignity of all, together human rights, health, justice and
peace. It is principally concerned with matters relating to the economy and work, the
care of creation and the earth as our “common home”, migration and humanitarian
emergencies”. (AC. no. 163.1). The service of charity with compassion and the promotion
of human person are the two sides of the same coin that Caritas Bangladesh is.

Building of Fraternal Humanity with inter-religious and with inter-ethnic and cultural
approach should be the cherished goal of Caritas Bangladesh.

B. SOME OBSERVATIONS JUSTIFYING RATIONALE FOR CHANGE

1.

An attempt was initiated before the Golden Jubilee of Caritas Bangladesh to propose a
revision of Caritas Philosophy and Mandate and its Focus and Values. It had been a long
delayed project. Has the task been completed?

Sometimes praxis in Caritas over-rides the vision and mission of Caritas Bangladesh,
causing multiplying of projects which are not all in conformity with the Philosophy of
Caritas and the priorities identified.

Thereis a trend in Caritas to increase projects in order to satisfy the demands of the Local
Church and to respond to the needs of the Caritas personnel. This may lead Caritas to
multiplication of projects which are not effective, not manageable in terms of personnel,
finance, structures, and sometimes they even counter against Caritas Philosophy.

It is remarked quite often that Caritas tends to be more project-oriented than love-
service-commitment driven. The Pre-occupation of Caritas and its personnel should be
SHEBA imbued with love, Caritas-mindedness, and not mainly efficiency in management,
reporting excellence, compliances to rules, regulations and authorities.

Before initiating any new policy or changing the present one, formal study be done on the
issue in question before decision is taken. This will avoid irregularity and confusion in the
protocols to be maintained.

Emphasis should be given in the personalization of values more than job-oriented, or/and
performance-oriented or/and report-oriented activities in Caritas.

Integration and integral development should receive renewed emphasis in the light of the
present Social Teachings of the Church.
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8. Initial and on-going formation in the Philosophy of Caritas and the CBCB Mandate is a
must on regular basis for the CBCB, GB, EB Members, Caritas Directors, Caritas employees
and partner groups.

C. NEW PATHS FOR THE JOURNEY FORWARD

1. The CBCB may form a “CBCB Surveillance Committee” headed by the President of Caritas.
who will work under the direction and jurisdiction of the CBCB, particularly with tasks of:
assisting in the assessment and evaluation of Caritas, suggesting revision of the
Philosophy of Caritas in accordance with the updated Social Teachings of the Church,
assisting in developing principles of reflections, actions and evaluation of Caritas,
promoting studies on current issues, arranging on-going thinking and formation, assisting
to search for and provide assessment of the candidates for the key positions entrusted to
the CBCB for appointment, and/or any other matters that the CBCB may request.

2. “Journeying Together” should be the constant process in all levels and structures of
Caritas Bangladesh with a view to building communion, promoting participation and
fulfilling its vision and mission.

3. Injourneying together, human and spiritual discernment of common good be searched,
dialogue be promoted, misuse of power be avoided, competent authority be respected.
For good and better governance, professionalism, responsibility, accountability and
transparency should be ensured at all levels.

4. Inthe light of the renewed philosophy (Identity) of Caritas, values and priorities are to be
identified, new strategies be selected and new methods of evaluation be adopted.

5. Some of the important values and priorities are cited below:

a) Promotion of Human Person and Family as the subject of all development programs.

b) Education to Fraternal Humanism with emphasis to promote human dignity and
rights, social and civic responsibilities, and communion and fraternity in the society.

c) Formation to Peace and Harmony through building bridges and reconciliation in the
situation of conflicts and violence.

d) Care of Creation and Care of our Common Home.

e) Safeguarding Policy: protection of minors and the vulnerable; eradicate child abuses
in the families and society.

6. Besides the existing qualifications required for appointment of Caritas Employee, other
requirements be developed which will safeguard the identity and the spirit of Caritas.
Every new employee may be required to make a formal commitment before he or she is
appointed as Employee.

7. Among Caritas Employees, provision for appointment of one or two Priest and Religious
in every region and in the head office for a fixed tenure of five years may be inroduced.
For their appointment, Bishop of the Diocese shall present the possible candidate who
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has to fulfill required qualifications which are mandatory for other employees and work
under the rules and regulations of Caritas Bangladesh.

Conclusion

The contents of the presentation under three sections of (A) Nature of Caritas Bangladesh, (B)
Some Observations Justifying Rationale for Change and (C) New Paths for the Journey Forward,
are my personal reflections, observations and recommendations. They remain so until and unless
pertinent authority make appropriate decisions.

APPENDIX
VISION OF CARITAS BANGLADESH

In the light of the Social Teachings of the Church Caritas Bangladesh envisions a society which embraces the values
of freedom, justice, peace and forgiveness allowing all to live as a communion and community in spirit of fraternity,
mutual love and respect.

MISSION OF CARITAS BANGLADESH

Caritas Bangladesh tries to function in partnership with the people — especially the poor, disadvantaged and the
marginalized and the people of living in peripheries with equal respect for all —to attain inclusive, integral and holistic
development, to care of our Common Home, to live a truly human in dignity and to serve others responsibly and
with love for communion, fraternity and friendship.

GOALS AND OBIJECTIVES

Goal 1: Social Welfare for Vulnerable Communities
Goal 2: Ecological Conservation and Food Security
Goal 3: Education and Child Development

Goal 4: Improved Nutrition, Health Education and care
Goal 5: Disaster Management

Goal 6: Development of Indigenous People

Cross cutting Issues
Partners in Development

ICT G, 2020
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DEACON ANWAR IQBAL : JOURNEY OF LIFE IN THE HOLY SPIRIT
Cardinal Patrick D’Rozario, csc.
Archbishop Emeritus of Dhaka

It is providential that | have been asked by Theresa Gomes, whom | had known in Karachi when
she was a teenage girl belonging to a Bengali family closely connected to me, to write the
Introduction of this book called: “......... " (title of the book). Theresa, at a later date, became the
partner in marriage with Anwar Igbal about whom | came to know only through correspondences
and conversations when he was involved in the Catholic Charismatic Renewal Movement in
Pakistan. | met Anwar Igbal in 2015 for the first time in Long Island, USA, when he together with
Theresa came to pay me a kind visit.

In order to write this introduction | am totally indebted to the writings, testimonies and witnesses
which are incorporated in this book. After reading them the following thoughts and convictions
come to my mind:

“Life in the Spirit” is the initiation program for anyone who likes to get involved in the Catholic
Charismatic Renewal movement. Anwar Igbal received a call in 1975 to join the program when
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he was a youth in Bhawalpur, Pakistan. Deacon Igbal Anwar that we know at his death is the end
of a long “Journey of life in the Holy Spirit”.

During his life, ministry and leadership in the Catholic Charismatic renewal, the Holy Spirit
endowed him with many gifts which he accepted with humnility, practiced with sincerity,
exercised with perseverance, used generously for the service of the youth, the members of the
Charismatic Renewal and the wider Church community.

Abundance of the gifts of the Holy Spirit given to Igbal Anwar made him to be an instrument of
Jesus to give testimony as: a person of prayer, lover of the Word of God, a Christian Leader who
served Church in close cooperation with and in spirit of obedience to the authority of the Church,
serving the Christian community with utter convictions, dedication, generosity, faith, charity and
hope.

Igbal Anwar’s life and ministry has been a testimony of the charisms of the Holy Spirit manifesting
in the gifts of: preaching, teaching, prophecy, prayers of praise, thanksgiving and intercessions,
speaking in tongues, understanding and discernment, inner and external healing — spiritual,
mental and physical; above all Anwar had the gifts of love for Jesus and for others who are in
need.

Imbued with the Holy Spirit, Anwar Igbal wanted to serve better the Church and for that reason
he had decided to equip himself academically both in secular and theological matters. As a lay
person he studied theology and took every opportunity to get on-going trainings and finally
preparing for the Holy Order of Diaconate.

Permanent Married Deacon is now widely accepted in the Catholic Church. Anwar Igbal in prayer
and reflection discerned the will of God, he heard his call and responded to it for which God has
been preparing him throughout of the journey of his life. In his discernment not only Anwar Igbal
was engaged but his loving wife Theresa and their son Francisco, also participated. To be a
permanent married deacon in the Church is also a call and response of the close ones of the
family. This is testified by the family of Anwar Igbal.

Deaconate is a Sacred Order in the Church. It is mainly to minister to the Church assisting the
Bishop and Priests in their liturgical and pastoral functions. At an opportune moment, the Bishop
of Brooklyn, Most Rev. Nicholas DiMarzio, whom | know, ordained Anwar Igbal on 25" May,
2019, at St. Joseph’s Co-Cathedral, Brooklyn, placing the Book of Gospel in his hands and saying:
“Receive the Gospel of Christ whose herald you have become. Believe what you read, teach what
you believe and practice what you teach”. Somone testified saying: “that was a summary of
Deacon Anwar’s life”.

The Call of God was for a mission. Deacon Anwar Igbal was committed, after being
overshadowed with the power of the Holy Spirit, to do the mission spread in different parts of
Pakistan as well as he was called to the do the mission in the United States as a missionary disciple
with all apostolic zeal.

In my conclusion of this introduction to the book, | would like to cite some of the headings of
written testimonies of those who have contributed in this book, because they truly convey the
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», u

kind of person Deacon Anwar Igbal was: “a determined and hardworking”; “a down to earth

”», «

man”; “a family man and man of other families”; “loved his wife Theresa and his son Francisco
so much but he loved his Christian family and God even more”; “he was an epitome of what it

», u

meant to be a true Christian”; “a kind and gentle man”; “a great servant of God”; “a man of

”, u wm,ou

God’s people”; “a man of God full of happiness with an expression “no problem’”; “a very simple,

humble and modest person”; “a committed, simple and Joyful witness of Christ” and “a man full
of inner peace and deep confidence in Christ”.

If God danced the day when Anwar Igbal was born; God has also danced the day when he left the
homes here in the world and entered into the Home of the Father. To me personally, Deacon
Anwar Igbal danced in the Holy Spirit throughout the Journey of his life. Praise be to God!
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EUCHARISTIC CELBRATION
IN LOVING MEMORY OF POPE EMERITUS BENEDICT XVI
Holy Rosary Church, Tejgaon, January 7, 2023
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Cardinal Patrick D’Rozario, csc.

A few words for the English Speaking people present here for the Requiem Mass.

His Holiness Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI expired on the last day of the Year 2022, December 31
at the age of 95, after living nine years of Contemplative life, following his retirement as Roman
Pontiff in the year 2013.

Joseph Ratzinger was born in Bavaria, brought up and educated in Traunstein, a small town in
Austrian border in Germany. In the context of great musician Theophilus Mozart, he received his
Christian, human and cultural formation.

Joseph Ratzinger did his Seminary studies from 1946-1951 and was ordained priest on 29t June
1951.

Fr. Joseph Ratzinger considered his vocation as “theological” which started with his Doctorate in
theology in 1953. The topic of his Doctoral Thesis was “The People and House of God in St.
Augustine’s Doctrine of the Church”.

Fr. Joseph Ratzinger taught Dogmatic Theology in different Universities of Friesing, Bonn,
Munster, Tubingen and Regensburg from 1959-1969 and published many books which earned
him as “Reference point” in theology.

Fr. Joseph Ratzinger attended all the sessions of Second Vatican Council (1962-1965) as a chief
theological advisor to the Archbishop of Cologne, and thus earned his popular title as “expert” of
the Second Vatican Council.

In 1977 Fr. Ratzinger was consecrated Archbishop of Munich and Freising. His Episcopal motto
was: “Fellow Worker in Truth”. This motto clearly clarifies his humility of considering one among
many, as well as his search for Truth through exercise of Faith and Reason. In the same year he
was made Cardinal by Pope Paul VI.

In 1992 at the Synod on Consecrated Life, | met Cardinal Ratzinger for the first time participating
in the same English language Workshop group. | knew his theological fame before, but in the
workshop group, | discovered him as simple, humble, soft-spoken and spiritual person and eager
to listen to others.

In the Roman Curia, he was the Prefect of the Doctrine of Faith and held many other
responsibilities, some as President or others as a member, in different Sacred Congregations and
Pontifical Councils, including the position of Dean of the College of Cardinals.

Just a day before his burial, Pope Francis spoke of him as “Great Master of Catechesis”,
acknowledging his role as President of the Commission for drafting the new “Catechism of the
Catholic Church”, written in the light of the Second Vatican Council.

Innumerable are writings of Cardinal Ratzinger. But during his Papacy Pope Benedict
concentrated mainly on the writings, in the light of Divine Word (Dei Verbum), of three
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Theological Virtues of Love, Faith and Hope, which manifest the characteristics of his Papacy,
concerns of the world and of the Church, and the responses that the Church should make.

Pope Benedict XVI for the first time clearly defined the sexual abuse prevalent in the society and
in the Church.

Some theologians feel that Pope Benedict was struggling with his own theological ideas on many
issues seen in the perspective of St. Augustine’s theology and the Magisterium of the Church he
was called to proclaim. At this context, some say, he could not fully appreciate the development
of theology in Latin America (Liberation theology) and theology of Dialogue in Asia.

If not for anything else, Pope Benedict will be remembered surely in history as the first Pope after
600 years, who on his own resigned from his position as Pope for his health reason and better
governing of the Church in future. As Pope Emeritus, Benedict XVI decided to live a contemplative
life secluded from other active occupations. This fact also indicates his spirituality and growth
towards it. It is also a historical milestone that Pope’s funeral service is presided by a another
Pope already existing, which has happened on 5™ January, conducted by His Holiness Pope
Francis.

As we celebrate this Eucharist our prayers are mainly a praise and thanksgiving to God for the
gift of Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI in the Church and to intercede that his teachings of truth,
spirituality and holiness of life permeate our journey of life together. Amen.

Cardinal Patrick D’Rozario, csc.
Archbishop Emeritus of Dhaka
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