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Bangladesh had won its Independence in 1971 sacrificing human lives of three
million people and got separated from Pakistan which was created on the basis
of religion in 1947 with cessation from India after negotiation done by the
British Ruling Authority.

Independent Bangladesh Constitution had adopted four principles as its
foundation: Democracy, Nationalism, Socialism and Secularism (guaranteeing
right of every religion but no spirit of communalism). The former East Pakistan
became Bangladesh on the basis of mainly cultural identity as uniting force.

In 2022 Bangladesh celebrated the Golden Jubilee of Independence with lots of
progress and development in all spheres of life and the nation and Bangladesh
has become a role model of development recognized by many in the world.



Unfortunately, after the independence the ruling party who led the liberation
could not run the country from 1975 when the Father of the Nation, Sheikh
Mujibur Rahaman together with many family members were killed and military
rule imposed and patronized the ideology which went against the fundamentals
of Independence.

Besides the excellent progress of the country, innumerable dissatisfactions,
complains and demands were expressed both by the political parties and people
of the civil society against the Government since 2006 namely: violations of
human rights, non-democratic practices, spread of corruptions, elections not
free and fare, injustices, secret killings, unjust foreign policy, position taken
against geo-politics by the Super Power, high prices of daily commodities,
increase of gap between the rich and the poor, etc. etc.

Gradually, demonstrations against the government for many years finally
reached to one political demand: Topple down the Government which is not
validly elected because the main opposition parties boycotted all the previous
elections.

In mid-July, the student body came to streets demanding the reform of the
unjust Quota for studies and government jobs. It was in the beginning peaceful
but later political parties entered into the scene adding their own agenda and
started using violent means of fights in the streets, vandalism, burning and
killings, destroying the properties of the nations. Hence police and army were
deployed to oppose the violent demonstrations and protect the lives and
properties of the nation.

The government in power accepted the demands of the students on
government quota reform, although not handled properly in the beginning.
Already a couple of hundred people were killed. Violent movements have spread
all over the country now and yesterday alone 104 people died including
students, police forces and other groups.

At present there is only one agenda of the Students as well as other oppositions
to topple down the government. On the other hand, Government is determined
to safeguard the true principles of the nation.

At this present critical situation of Bangladesh, out of our faith, we express the
following:



e Students of the nation started a Movement of Non-Discrimination in a
peaceful way, but gradually it led to one demand of the Fall of the
Government, which has happened yesterday on 5" August. Thanks to the
Students Movement for Justice and Equality.

e Before and during the Movement as well as its aftermath, we are so much
saddened and our hearts are mournful because of the number of
casualties of human lives. We pray for eternal rest for those who have
died and heartiest sympathy towards their dear ones in the family. As
citizens we ask forgiveness for all the evils.

e We are also witnessing revengeful actions against people of former
regime and destructions of national and individual properties and
vandalizing the historical and cultural heritages built since independence
of Bangladesh. We pray that all people respect and honour our past
traditions and heritage where we all have been rooted.

e At this critical moment our only pursuance is for peace. Violence breeds
violence. Hence let us avoid all kinds of violent actions and revenges and
opt for peace for each and every one.

e We all want to live in security - free from anxiety, fear and from any harm
being done and particularly for the security of cultural and religious
minority. Let us pray to God who is the only giver of security.

e We pray to God the Almighty for solace, peace, reconciliation, harmony
and security for all.

Cardinal Patrick D’Rozario, csc.
Archbishop Emeritus of Dhaka
August 6, 2024

SALIENT MILESTONES OF GRADUAL EVOLUTION OF
PASTORAL AND RETEAT CENTER
SAGARDI, BARISAL



1. 1942: Common Holy Cross Novitiate was founded in Noakhali with Fr.

Harold Breen csc as the Novice Master, who was followed by Fr. Philip
Payent, csc. The Novitiate was temporarily closed because of the lack of
Candidates in 1956:
Those who made Novitiate in Noakhali were: Bro. Joseph Rodriques, Bp.
Joachim Rozario, Bro. John Rozario, Fr. Maurice D’Cruze, Fr. Betram
Nelson, Bro. Daniel Rozario, Bro. Patrick Ruram. Bro. Lawrence Dias, Bro.
Marvyn Baptist, Fr. Augustine Mascarenhans.

2. 1952: The Sacred Heart Scholasticate in Sagardi was founded in Sagardi
in January 1952 with Fr. McClure as first Director of the Scholasticate.
Intermediate and Bachelor of Science and Arts were studied under the
New Brunswick University in Canada. Some professors of B.M College
were professors in the institute. Bp. Joachim, Fr. Maurice and Betram
Nelson and diocesan Goan priest-candidate, Sebastian Rodrigues and two
conferers of Holy Cross from India also studied there.

3. 1958: Joined Holy Cross Novitiate started at Sagardi and four years
Novitiate continued in the area of the pond in one floor building and tin
shed house where | was one of them and altogether in four years about
20 candidates have gone of the Novitiate. Later Novitiate was shifted to
the former LHC Novitiate premise.

4. 1960-1970: The inauguration of the Oriental Institute in Sagardi, Barisal
took place on 13" October 1960. The main objective was to be a “Pastoral
Training Center” for all Holy Cross Religious coming to Pakistan and
Haflong. Two years of Training in Bengali Language and Culture and
studies of social sciences and inter-religious dialogue. Fr. Guy Breault, csc
wrote three volumes of book for teaching Bangla to the Foreigners.
Oriental Institute of Sagardi had set up an “Academy of Oriental Music”

directed by an Executive Committee composed of: Fr. Paulin Demers, Fr.

St.-Onge Bro. Raymond Cournoyer, Rita Boucher and Sushil Baroi. The

Academy organized three weeks of four courses of intensive session in

vocal and instrumental music. The fourth was held in Dhaka, Tejgaon in

1970 Novemeber. They composed all the hymns of Bengali Mass and

other Liturgical music.



Oriental Institute was the Center for Renewal called by the Second
Vatican Council and held many seminars, symposium and workshops and
training on: Liturgy, Catechetics, Islamology, Culture and Inculturation,
Green Revolution in Agriculture, Cooperative and Credit Union, etc. Many
teachers were brought from India, West Pakistan, Rural Academny of
Comilla and other Academicians within the country.

Holy Cross gave excellent services to the Diocese of Chittagong and to all
the other Dioceses of Bangladesh with inclusive attitude of Team Spirit
and with inclusive orientation to all.

. 1971: With less Holy Cross personnel missionary, more NGO foreign
missionaries and workers came to learn Bengali for shorter period. Slowly
it turned into a Hotel recognized by the government as such who sent
their officials to live there. Fr. G. M. Tourangeau was director.

. 1982: Fr. Patrick D’Rozario, csc came to Barisal to have Pastoral
experience along with the teaching job in the Major Seminary. He was
also Superior of the District of Chittagong. He replaced in 1983 Fr. Labbe
the Parish priest of Padrishibpur who was sick and left for Canada and Fr.
Patrick became the Parish Priest.

. 1984-1986: The Chittagong Diocese formed Pastoral Service Team (PST)
in 1984 with initially three persons: Fr. Patrick, Sr. Rose, Mr. Robi
D’Costa. However we operated as PST from the Sadar Road Parish and
Sisters premise, holding training programs for the lay people, priests
Religious and touring the Diocese for different programs at the parish
level. From 1986-1989 | was also the Parish Priest of Barisal Parish
finding no one replacing the parish Priest Fr. Germain Grandmaision,
csc., who had left three yeas ago.

. 1987-1989: The PST was planning to make the Oriental Institute as
Pastoral and Retreat Center. Fr. Labbe was Director of the Oriental
Institute after leaving Caritas Bangladesh. In one of the common
Bangladesh District Chapter of the Fathers, the final nod was given to set
up Pastoral and Retreat Center in Sagardi approving the plan submitted
by PST headed by Fr. Patrick.



9. 1990: The opening of the Pastoral and Retreat Center (PRC) at the
Oriental Institute, Barisal took place on 14" February, clearly stipulating
the role of the Oriental Institute belonging to the Congregation of Holy
Cross and the Pastoral Retreat Center belonging to the Diocese of
Chittagong.

10.The Objectives and Activities are articulated in the document agreed
upon by Fr. Zimmerman, csc, the Superior of the District and Bishop
Joachim Rozario, the Bishop of Chittagong. (see Cardinal’s Jibon Charita
the book pp 70-72.)

Cardinal Patrick, csc.
11% July, 2024.
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Dear Brothers of Holy Cross
St. Joseph Province
Bangladesh.

It is with immense joy | greet you all on the occasion of the 25 Year
Anniversary of foundation of the Province of St. Joseph in Bangladesh.

As the-then District Superior of the Fathers of Chittagong District, |
remember the journey, we Brothers and Fathers of Holy Cross of the
Districts of Chittagong and Dhaka, have made from the status of Districts to
Vice Provinces and then to the full-fledged Provinces that was born twenty
five years ago.

At the time of erection of St. Joseph Province, it was a sign of maturity and
young adulthood that the Brothers of Holy Cross in Bangladesh have
achieved.

Now after twenty five years, the province has really grown up to the full
adulthood which is visible in the maturity of the Holy Cross Brothers, in being
a giving community with missionary outreach, in the increase of its



membership and in the expansion of its presence at home and abroad with
diverse ministries.

You have many reasons to celebrate and | join you in the celebrations as a
confrere of the Community by praising and thanking the Lord, expressing
gratitude to you all, and praying to the Lord for all the good things that you
would like to have. May St. Joseph protect you and guide you.

Cardinal Patrick D'’Rozario, csc.
Archbishop Emeritus of Dhaka
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Message

Cardinal Patrick D' Rozario CSC
Archbishop Emeritus of Dhaka

On this occasion of 50" Anniversary of the Christian Commission for
Development in Bangladesh (CCDB), | am filled with immense pride and
gratitude for the remarkable journey of service and compassion that CCDB
has undertaken during the span of half a century.

Since its inception, CCDB has been a glimmer of light for the poor and
marginalized communities across Bangladesh. Through its enormous
efforts and unwavering commitment, CCDB has not only provided
essential support and resources but has also empowered individuals and
communities to build a better future for themselves.

As Archbishop Emeritus of Dhaka and a witness to the transformative work
of CCDB, | am deeply moved by the dedication and passion exhibited by
all those involved in this noble endeavor. From the leaders and staff



members to the invaluable support of our partners and well-wishers, it is
through your collective efforts that CCDB has been able to touch the lives
of countless individuals and families in need.

As we reflect on the remarkable journey of CCDB, let us reaffirm our
commitment to serving those in need, guided by the teachings of Jesus
Christ. Together, let us continue to build a world where justice flows like a
river and where all God's children are embraced with love and respect.

In closing, | offer my prayers and blessings for the continued success and
prosperity of CCDB and pray that it may continue to be a shining light for
the people of Bangladesh for many years to come.

Cardinal Patrick D'Rozario, csc.

Archbishop Emeritus of Dhaka
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HOLY SPIRIT MAJOR SEMINARY
GLORIOUS 50 YEARS TOWARDS BUILDING THE LOCAL CHURCH

MESSAGE

How fortunate | am, to be still alive and get the favour of celebrating the Golden
Jubilee of the Holy Spirit Major Seminary, the constant stream that flows to the
Local Church in Bangladesh!

With joy and gratitude | write this few lines because God had blessed me by
making me a part of the dreaming that was done together with others regarding
this core institution of the Local Church.

Thanks to the ecclesial authority that | was sent abroad for studies in order to
journey with the seminary in teaching, animating and directing from the time
when it was three year old.

The focal motivation that drove me always was to build the Church in
Bangladesh according to the vision, mission and direction given by the Second
Vatican Council.

The raison-d’etre of the Seminary, which was and still being shared by others is:
(a) seminary for formation of future priest, (b) seminary for promotion of
theological thinking for one-self and for others and (c) seminary for service to
the laity, religious men and women and ongoing agiornamento of the clergy of
the Local Church, shall remain as challenges beyond years of anniversaries.

With deepest honour and respect we bow our heads to the Bishops who
initiated, to those who went before and to those who still continue to walk the
path. Congratulations to those who taught, were taught and still are being
taught.

On the occasion of the Golden Jubilee of the Holy Spirit Major Seminary, we
harvest with joy the fruits of the seed planted by others in tears. Let God bless
us all and the Local Church.



Cardinal Patrick D’Rozario, csc.
Archbishop Emeritus of Dhaka
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,

As we celebrate Easter, we celebrate our faith in the Risen Lord. The passion,
death or burial is not the act of faith, it is a historical fact. Christian faith begins
when we believe that Jesus is Risen, that He is alive in us and in the World.
Hence | wish that let the faith in the Risen Christ, takes away all the desperate,
hopeless and discouraged situation of our life. Let the Risen Lord of Easter brings
in us faith and which in turn brings hope in our journey of Pilgrimage.

“O death, where is thy victory”? “O death, where is thy sting”? We carry this cry
in our heart in these days of Easter. We will be able to answer that Jesus is there,
he continues to be alive among us: Alive and Risen.

Cardinal Patrick D’Rozario, csc.
Archbishop Emeritus of Dhaka
Easter — 2024.
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HOLY SPIRIT MAJOR SEMINARY
GLORIOUS 50 YEARS TOWARDS BUILDING THE LOCAL CHURCH

MESSAGE

How fortunate | am, to be still alive and get the favour of celebrating the Golden
Jubilee of the Holy Spirit Major Seminary, the constant stream that flows to the
Local Church in Bangladesh!

With joy and gratitude | write this few lines because God had blessed me by
making me a part of the dreaming that was done together with others regarding
this core institution of the Local Church.

Thanks to the ecclesial authority that | was sent abroad for studies in order to
journey with the seminary in teaching, animating and directing from the time
when it was three year old.

The focal motivation that drove me always was to build the Church in
Bangladesh according to the vision, mission and direction given by the Second
Vatican Council.

The raison-d’etre of the Seminary, which was and still being shared by others is:
(a) seminary for formation of future priest, (b) seminary for promotion of
theological thinking for one-self and for others and (c) seminary for service to
the laity, religious men and women and ongoing agiornamento of the clergy of
the Local Church, shall remain as challenges beyond years of anniversaries.

With deepest honour and respect we bow our heads to the Bishops who
initiated, to those who went before and to those who still continue to walk the
path. Congratulations to those who taught, were taught and still are being
taught.

On the occasion of the Golden Jubilee of the Holy Spirit Major Seminary, we
harvest with joy the fruits of the seed planted by others in tears. Let God bless
us all and the Local Church.



Cardinal Patrick D’Rozario, csc.
Archbishop Emeritus of Dhaka
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