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Golden Jubilee of YM CA Bangladesh

Dear Madam President Marshia Mili Gomes, NGS Nipun Sangma, YMCA Members, Lay
Leaders and Supporters, and Friends of Y MCA Bangladesh,

It is with immense pride and profound admiration, | extend my warmest congratul ations to
Y MCA Bangladesh on the joyous occasion of your Golden Jubilee. Thislandmark celebration
reflects five decades of dedicated service, unyielding faith, and a mission-driven commitment
to making a meaningful differencein the lives of individuals and communities.



Y MCA Bangladesh’ s 50-year journey stands as a shining example of how collective effort and
shared vision can bring about continuity and lasting change. Through your initiatives, you have
cultivated spaces for empowerment, fostered youth leadership, and championed inclusivity and
justice. Your contributions have strengthened the social fabric of our society, inspiring hope
and transformation at every step.

Being part of this wonderful event, | am deeply honored to witness and celebrate this
remarkable milestonewith the Y MCAs of Bangladesh. ThisJubileeisnot only atimeto cherish
your achievements but also an opportunity to renew our dedication to the core values of the
YMCA faith, service, and unity.

To every leader, staff member, volunteer, and supporter who has contributed to this incredible
legacy, | offer my heartfelt appreciation. Your passion and commitment have propelled this
movement forward, and your impact will continue to resonate for generations to come.

As we gather to mark this historic occasion, may the Golden Jubilee inspire a new chapter of
innovation, collaboration, and shared purpose. Together, let us continue building afuturewhere
the YMCA'’ s mission shines even brighter.

Congratul ations once again on this extraordinary achievement.

With gratitude and best wishes,
P~ =y €0 ST
Cardinal Patrick D’ Rozario, CSC
Archbishop Emeritus of Dhaka
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SECOND CONVOCATION: NOTRE DAME UNIVERSITY BANGLADESH
EDUCATION FOR HUMAN FRATERNITY
Cardinal Patrick D’Rozario, csc.

Dear Honourable Prof. Dr. Mohammad Fouzul Kabir Khan, Govt representative, Prof. Dr. Patrck
Gafney, csc, the Vice Chancellor, Convocation Speaker, Prof. Dr. R. Scott Appleby, Other
distinguished personalities on the dias, Dear Students and their guardians, Faculty Members of

the NDUB, and respectable guests.

| thank the authority for inviting me on this 2" Convocation of NDUB. Today happily | also

remember the 15t Convocation of NUDB, held in 2019, which | attended.

| also heartily congratulate those students who will be conferred their degrees in this joyful

celebration of academic achievements.
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To conclude, | quote an African Proverb which says: “It takes a Village to raise a Child”. Pope
Francis adds: “But we must build this village as a condition of fraternity.” *“Let thislight shine.”

February 8, 2025.

Dear Beloved Members of the
Bengali Christian Association , United Kingdom.

To begin with | express my heartfelt greetings of congratulations to the Bengali Christian
Association, United Kingdom and to all its members on the auspicious occasion of the 25t
Anniversary of the Foundation of the Association.

With the spirit of the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus, you celebrate the joy life, the vision,
successes and achievements overcoming the death-experiences of all the difficulties, failures
and shortcomings of the past 25 years.

The celebration of the Silver Jubilee of the Bengali Christian Association is multi-dimensional:
spiritual, social, cultural, human and Christian relationships. These different dimensions are
characterized in the program that you have plan for the day of the celebrations.

So grateful for the invitation and the sacrifices you have made towards my coming to London
and joining you in the celebration. | have come to express my oneness, solidarity and ecclesial
communion of common cultural roots and faith bonds.



My presence for this Jubilee Celebration, brings to my mind the first time | came in 1974, from
Leuven in Belgium where | was doing my post graduate studies. At that time as far as | recall
there were only 2-3 Bengali Christian families living in London. After being made Cardinal, |
returned again in May 2017, stayed at the Parish of St. Antony of Padua, offered Mass for the
Bengali Community. A beautiful reception was arranged by the same Christian Association
which celebrates today in the same place 25™ Anniversary. Because of the past link, | finally
could not refuse your invitation, in spite of many hesitations | had.

On this day of celebration, | want to say together with St. Paul “You have kept up your faith”.
With the Holy Father, Pope Francis | would like to say: “Those who are Baptized are Sent. You
are the Disciples of Christ, you are sent as Missionary”. God has a plan in his heart to bring
you here in this country. Find out his plan in prayer and reflection and respond to His call
individually and as members of the Association. May the Holy Year of the Jubilee 2025 give
an added inspiration for the Jubilee of the BCA-UK.

| do not expect to be here to celebrate 50t Anniversary of the Association, but you and your
generation to come, will continue to work out the vision and mission of the Bengali Christian
Association and thus transmit the living tradition and heritage.

May God abundantly bless each and every one of you.
- -

= ils e

Cardinal Patrick D’Rozario, csc.

Archbishop Emeritus of Dhaka
Easter Sunday, April 20, 2025.

MESSAGE

| am delighted to extend my warmest welcome to Rev. Prof. Dr Jerry Pillay, the General
Secretary of the World Council of Churches (WCC), on his visit to Bangladesh. His presence
among us is a moment of great joy and significance, as it strengthens the spirit of fraternity
and unity among Christian Churches and Organizations in our country.

The World Council of Churches has been a tremendous blessing to the global Christian
community. Today, WCC stands as a beacon of Christian fellowship, promoting unity, justice,
and peace. Its dedication to inter-religious dialogue, social justice, environmental care, and
humanitarian service reflects the values of Christ’s mission for the world.

As a proud member of WCC, the National Council of Churches in Bangladesh (NCCB) has been
actively working toward fostering ecumenism, interfaith harmony, and social welfare in
Bangladesh. Through its initiatives, NCCB continues to make meaningful contributions to the
development of our nation and the strengthening of Christian cooperation.

On this auspicious occasion of the Visit of the General Secretary of the WCC, the Catholic
Church in Bangladesh is glad to recognize all the dialogues and collaborations that are going
on between the Catholic Church and the Council of Churches both at World as well as National
level. The United Forum of Churches in Bangladesh (UFCB) has been also working together
continuously since its inception in 2010 and given testimony of the visible unity of the
Christians in Bangladesh.



| extend my heartfelt prayers and best wishes to Rev. Prof. Dr Jerry Pillay for a fruitful and
successful visit. May his time in Bangladesh inspire us all to deepen our commitment to unity,
service, and the shared mission of faith.

: -
O w7 A2 N
Cardinal Patrick D'Rozario, CSC
Archbishop Emeritus of Dhaka,

Bangladesh.
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1. By Martin Burger Top ecumenical initiatives of Pope Francis: a retrospective
Munich, Germany, Apr 24, 2025/ 14:31 pm

2. By KrigtinaMillare, Vatican releases document to mark 1,700th anniversary of First Council
Vatican City, Apr 3, 2025/ 13:00 pm

3. Vatican News:
The Nicene Cread: an expression of Chridtian identity
Pope Francis. Restoration of Christian unity is‘an urgent priority in today’s world’
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Message

On the Occasion of the 25th Jubilee of Religious Life of
Father Shitol Hubert Rozario, C.S.C.

Dear Father Shitol,

With a heart filled with gratitude to God, | extend my warmest congratulations to you
on the joyful occasion of your 25th Jubilee of Religious Life in the Congregation of
Holy Cross.

This milestone is a profound testament to your faithfulness, commitment, and service
to the Lord and His Church. Your journey of twenty-five years has been marked by
pastoral dedication, spiritual generosity, and an unwavering spirit of service to God'’s
people, both near and far.

As we celebrate this Jubilee Year of Hope proclaimed in the Catholic Church, your
witness becomes all the more inspiring. In a world often shadowed by uncertainty and
challenges, your faithful vocation shines as a beacon of hope, reminding us all of God’s
enduring love and mercy.

Religious life is a gift and a withess—a sign of hope in a world search for lasting values.
In your vocation, you have carried this sign faithfully, inspiring others through your
example of humble detachment and service, prayer and compassion.

As you celebrate this Jubilee with your family and the Bangladeshi Catholic
Community in the United States, | join with them in giving thanks to God for your life
and ministry. May this celebration renew your spirit and deepen your joy in following
Christ.

Unfortunately, | will not be physically present because of the change of program due
to my recent heart problem. However, | will spiritually be in communion with you and
the dear folks of the family in my thoughts and prayers.

With prayerful best wishes for continued grace, health, and strength in your mission,
| remain,

In Christ and Mary,

; i
e o o
Cardinal Patrick D’Rozario, C.S.C.
Archbishop Emeritus of Dhaka
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Platinum Jubilee Message

The Platinum Jubilee Celebration of the Holy Cross College arouses three feelings and
sentiments in the minds and hearts of those who are integral part of this renowned
institution,. Firstly, sentiments of thanking and praising for all blessings and achievements,
for the friendship and relations; Secondly, silent sentiments of humility because of our
limitations and shortcomings; thirdly, sentiments of dreaming for new Vision and
Commitment. These sentiments are real values and | share the same sentiments in
communion with you all.

Seventy five years ago what a great vision the Catholic Church and the Holy Cross Sisters had
in order to launch into a new avenue of women education and participation in building nation
and human society. During the celebrations we will witness long litany of achievements,
successes, contributions, great personalities of teachers and students, rejoicing in speaking,
singing and dancing, shedding tears of joy with sweet memories of loving and heartfelt
touches of events, places and persons. Thanks and Congratulations for all achievements.

It will be hard, but not miss altogether, the silence speaking loudly from unheard voices of
the things that was dreamt but not made visible, values cherished so much but not achieved,
closeness of minds and hearts of some who could not merit their best, the poverty of so many
sorts deprived some who are unknown. Such feeling is our humility which accompanies our
celebrations. Thanks and Congratulations for the humility.

Finally, we do not want to conclude our celebrations with blind eyes which do not see a new
dream for the future; we do not want to leave the celebration without vision and commitment
to accept, treat, love and care each and every one as brother and sister of a Family created
by God and thus build a society of love and harmony. Thanks and Congratulations for
dreaming to build “Human Fraternity” with committed endeavor in the days to come.

In fine, | convey my most sincere thanks and appreciation to the Principal, her colleagues of
teachers and the staff, to the members of the Governing Body, to our respectable Alumni, to
the parents and guardians and to our most loving students. God bless you all.
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“FutureVision of Holy Cross College”
Cardinal Patrick D’ Rozario, csc.

The Platinum Jubilee of Holy Cross College is planned to be a Celebration of the glorious
memories of the past, of living experiences per excellence of the present and of looking forward
for Future Vision. Hence thetitle of the topic, | have been asked to scribe.

The Future Vision of the College has to be understood as a continuity of the past glory,
acknowledging the challenging national and socia scenario of the present time and prophetic
thinking for the future.

Education nowadays is conceived as fragmented without being integral, globalized without
being contextual, and historical but driven by dreams dissociated from what is human.

Contextually, Bangladesh is multi-ethnic, multi-religious country where people of different
religions and cultural groups have lived together for generations, creating a shared cultural and
socia heritage. Bangladesh has a shared cultura identity; inter-faith celebrations,
Constitutional foundation, historical reinforcement in 1971 Liberation War. The key values of
our harmonious identity are witnessed in: Peaceful Co-existence, Mutua Respect,



Understanding and Empathy, Integration and Unity, Cooperation and Collaboration, Valuing
Unity in Diversity.

Recently, however, many have raised the question, how much of such cultura and religious
harmony existsnow? Isthere acontinuity of such treasure of harmony in our cultural tradition?

At the backdrop of the past and present situation what is the role of education? The basic aim
of education isto form in mind and heart a Human Person with dignity and rights. Who isa
woman or man? Who is a human being? Both philosophical and theological Anthropology
affirm that A Human Person is a relationa being with fourfold relations: (a) relation with
individual human persons, (b) relation with groups and community, (c) relation with the
Creation and (d) relation with God. A Human person, both male and female, created in the
image of God, although born as human, he/she becomes human, an ethical person in his/her
growth in this fourfold relationships.

Religious Beliefs as “soul” of human culture transform human person as religious being who
believes: God is Onefor al, Heisthe Creator, who has created male and female in the Image
of Him. God has created the World as “Common Home” for al, created Humankind as Family,
as “Brothers and Sisters’. God is the Protector of the fallen humanity. Hence the “Future
Vision of Holy Cross College” is transforming and empowering women as builders of “Human
Fraternity”.

PROMOTING A CULTURE OF HARMONY
Cardinal Patrick D’ Rozario, csc.

CULURAL PERSPECTIVE OF HARMONY IN BANGLADESH

His Eminence Cardina Jean-Louis Tauran, the-then Prefect of the Pontifical
Council on Inter-Religious Dialogue visited Bangladesh in April 2011 and spent
one week on dialogue to promote inter-religious harmony. At the end the
Diaogue programs, His Eminence praised Bangladesh as model and remarked:
“Bangladesh is the best example of Religious Harmony.”

This observation of His Eminence was based on the fact that Bangladesh is multi-
ethnic, multi-religious country where people of different religions and cultural
groups have lived together for generations, creating a shared cultural and social
heritage. Bangladesh has shared cultural identity; inter-faith celebrations,
Congtitutional foundation, historical reinforcement in 1971 Liberation War.
However, experiences occasional instances of communal violence often linked to
political motivations and external influences. But Government is vigilant to
protect human rights of the minorities, etc.

The key values of the Cultural harmony witnessed are: Peaceful Co-existence,
Mutua Respect, Understanding and Empathy, Integration and Unity,
Cooperation and Collaboration, Vauing Unity in Diversity.



Recently, many people have raised the question, how much of such harmony we
have been experiencing during the last decade or so? Is there continuity of such
treasure of harmony in our cultural tradition now?

At the backdrop of the cultural harmony and tensionsin the country, our speakers
have shared their opinions from their own religious perspective, namely Islamic,
Hindu, Buddhist and Christian, highlighting some fundamental aspects.

PERSONAL REFLECTION ON PROMOTING A CULTURE OF HARMONY

In order to Promote a Culture of Harmony, different speakers have spoken from
their own religious perspective. If we try to capture the main thoughts of the
respectable speakers without quoting anyone, | may humbly dare to present the
following observations as highlights.

1. Ultimately the main focus and center of the discussion has been on Human
Person with his/her dignity and rights who are understood as architect of
culture of harmony.

2. In the present complexities of the world human being does not know who
heis, what is his nature? It is a philosophic and anthropological question.
Human beings are considered as relational beings. A Human person is a
relational being, has fourfold relations: (a) relation with other individual
human persons, (b) relation with groups and community (c) relation with
the Creation (both God-created and man-created world), (d) relation with
God or the Supreme Being. A Human person, although born as human
being, he/she becomes human, an ethical or moral person in higher
fourfold relations. Hence when we talk about promoting a culture of
harmony, we conceive a holistic and integrated harmony of four-fold
relational dimensions of human person.

3. To answer the philosophic and anthropological question, Religion comes
with Religious beliefs, as “soul” of Culture and then reflection becomes
theologica as well as anthropological which try to understand human
beings as Religious Being, freeing from fragmented and dis-integrated
understanding in the concept of secularization. For too long religion has
been silent, word is to be spoken and thus come dialogue, inter-religious
dialogue. From the religious perspective, God is the Creator, created
human being as male and female who are Images of God. This is
foundational harmony between male and female, between human being
and God.



4. GodisOne. HeisCreator of al Creation, Heisthe Protector and Heisthe
Redeemer of the falen humanity. Cultura and Religious Harmony
originates in the unicity of God. Our belief in one God, is the foundation
of al our efforts for promoting harmony.

5. God has created the World, as “Common Home” (cfr. Laudato si) which
hasto beloved and taken care of. God has created Human Being as Family
where all membersare brothersand sisters, Fratelli tutti. Harmony of earth
and harmony of humankind rests on the understanding of God's creation
as “Common Home” and Humankind as “Brothers-Sisters’. Brotherhood

6. For promotion and protection of a culture of harmony, inter-religious
dialogue recently has given birth of anew concept of “Fraternal Humanity”
or “Human Fraternity” on which we see certain consensus as goal of inter-
religious dialogue as well as for education of the future generation.

7. | isaso heartening to see a development of “Agreement”, “Treaty” “Pact”
signed between inter-religious groups

PROMOTING A CULTURE OF HARMONY
SOME HIGHLIGHTS OF THE EVENT

CULURAL PERSPECTIVE OF HARMONY IN BANGLADESH

His Eminence Cardinal Jean-Louis Tauran, the-then Prefect of the Pontifical
Council on Inter-Religious Dialogue visited Bangladesh in April 2011 and spent
one week to promote inter-religious harmony, praising the country as model
saying: “Bangladesh is the best example of Religious Harmony.”

This observation of His Eminence was based on the fact that Bangladesh is multi-
ethinic, multi-religious country where people of different religions and cultural
groups have lived together for generations, creating a shared cultural and social
heritage. Other key aspects of harmony are: shared cultural identity; inter-faith
celebrations, Constitutional foundation, historical reinforcement in 1971
Liberation War, occasional instances of communal violence often linked to
political motivations and external influences, Government vigilance to protect
human rights of the minorities, etc.



The Key values of the Cultural harmony are: Peaceful Co-existence, Mutual
Respect, Understanding and Empathy, Integration and Unity, Cooperation and
Collaboration, Vauing Unity in Diversity.

Recently, many people are raising the question, how much of such harmony we
have been experiencing during the last decade or so? |s there continuity of such
treasure of harmony in our cultural tradition?

At the backdrop of the cultural harmony and tensionsin the country, our speakers
have shared their opinions from their own religious perspective, namely Islamic,
Hindu, Buddhist and Christian, highlighting some fundamental aspects.

ISLAMIC PERSPECTIVE OF HARMONY (Prof. Dr. Muhammad Elius)
God, the Creator, is the foundation and source of al harmony, to whom human
being relatesindividually aswell asin community living the bond of brotherhood.
Plurality of religionsisin God’s plan and design, and hence people must “livein
love, sympathy, cooperation and mutual understanding with the people of other
religions’

Some verses in Qur’an may seem contradicting the idea of harmony. In that case
the text should be understood in the context in which it is said. With holistic
approach and in the totality of the Qur anic teachings, harmony should be
searched and discovered.

For inter-faith harmony, the Prophet (PBUH), made may treaties and contracts
with the people of other religions with objectives of peace, harmony and
brotherhood.

HINDU PERSPECTIVE OF HARMONY (Dr. Milton Kumar Dev)

Who is man? Human beings are not aware of their own nature. Man has to know
who heis. Hindu Scripture says man is abeing in whose body and soul God lives.
The greatest glory of humankind is the faith in God.

The most of the People of the world belong to one religion or the other. But these
Religious people have not played itstruerole, they have been silent for long time.
Hence we see all evils, wars and conflicts. According to Ramkrishna and
Vivekananda, religions are different paths leading to the same goa and all
religions are true, This idea should inspire to have inter-faith dialogue, harmony
and peace. Hatred brings violence and violence brings destructions. Non-
violence is the way to brotherhood, harmony and peace.

BUDDHIST PERSPECTIVE OF HARMONY (Dr. Shantu Barua)



Brotherhood has been recognized as an ethical value implying cultivation of
sincere and affectionate relationships with individuals. According to the
teachings of Buddha, Brotherhood is a liberating force directing towards the
cultivation of universal loving-kindness and compassion. The foundation of
universal brotherhood are the four Brahmaviharas: Loving-Kindness (metta),
compassion (Karuna), Sympathetic Joy (Mudita), and Equanimity (Upekkha)

Metta, loving-kindness occupies a central position in Brahma Vihars. Buddha
himself practiced this virtue in relation to all people, family and friends as well
as enemies and adversaries. Meta begins from himself and extends to other
relations. Mettais a cultivation of inner peace and freedom from anger which is
the greatest enemy of human beings, because anger breeds hatred, hostilities,
restlessness, violence, discrimination, etc. Loving-kindness brings forgiveness,
generosity, non-violence, compassion, humility and patience and thereby
promote culture of brotherhood and harmony.

CHRISTIAN PERSPECTIVE OF HARMONY (Fr. Victor Edwin SJ. - Abstract
IS pending)

PERSONAL REFLECTION ON HARMONY

In order to Promote a Culture of Harmony, different speakers have spoken from
their own religious perspective. If we try to capture the main thoughts of the
respectable speakers without quoting anyone, | humbly dare to present the
following observations as highlights.

8. Ultimately the main focus and center of the discussion has been on Human
Person with his/her dignity and rights who are understood as architect of
culture of harmony.

9. In the present complexities of the world human being does not know who
heis, what is his nature? It is a philosophic and anthropological question.
Human beings are considered as relational beings. A Human person is a
relational being, has fourfold relations: (a) relation with other individual
human persons, (b) relation with groups and community (c) relation with
the Creation (both God-created and man-created world), (d) relation with
God or the Supreme Being. A Human person, although born as human
being, he/she becomes human, an ethical or moral person in higher
fourfold relations. Hence when we talk about promoting a culture of



harmony, we conceive a holistic and integrated harmony of four-fold
relational dimensions of human person.

10.To answer the philosophic and anthropological question, Religion comes
with Religious beliefs, as “soul” of Culture and then reflection becomes
theological as well as anthropological which try to understand human
beings as Religious Being, freeing from fragmented and dis-integrated
understanding in the concept of secularization. For too long religion has
been silent, word is to be spoken and thus come dialogue, inter-religious
dialogue. From the religious perspective, God is the Creator, created
human being as male and female who are Images of God. This is
foundational harmony between male and female, between human being
and God.

11.God isOne. Heis Creator of all Creation, He is the Protector and He isthe
Redeemer of the falen humanity. Cultural and Religious Harmony
originates in the unicity of God. Our belief in one God, is the foundation
of al our efforts for promoting harmony.

12.God has created the World, as “Common Home” (cfr. Laudato si) which
hasto beloved and taken care of. God has created Human Being as Family
where all membersare brothersand sisters, Fratelli tutti. Harmony of earth
and harmony of humankind rests on the understanding of God's creation
as “Common Home” and Humankind as “Brothers-Sisters’.

Dear Brothers and Sisters of Bangladesh YFC,
Grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.

| take this auspicious opportunity to praise and glorify the Lord for you, the gifts of the Lord
and for the ministries you have rendered to the Christian Y outh and to other young people at
large.

As | pen to write this message, | am inspired to communicate to you the words of the Gospel
of Jesus. “Come and follow me”, “ Seek first the Kingdom of God”, “Go and proclaim the
good news” and “I will be with you always’. Hear these instructions from the depth of our
heart, make these fleshed in your lives and bring the message to other youths.

It iswith heartfelt joy that | extend my warmest congratul ations to Bangladesh Y FC on the
blessed occasion of its 30th Anniversary. This remarkable milestone is atestimony to God's
faithfulness and to your steadfast commitment to serve the young people of Bangladesh.

Over the past three decades, Bangladesh Y FC has been alight and a witness, guiding
countless young people to grow in character, leadership, and faith. Y our ministry’ s dedication
has not only strengthened the lives of individuals but also enriched our nation, as recognized
through the many awards you have received from the Government of Bangladesh. These
honors reflect the positive impact of your tirel ess efforts in shaping a better future for our
youth and society.



As you celebrate this significant jubilee, | encourage you to look back with gratitude, rejoice
in the fruits of your ministry, and look forward with renewed hope and vision. May your
commitment to raising godly |eaders continue to inspire generations and help build a more
just and compassionate nation.

| assure you of my prayers and blessings upon your ministry, its leaders, and every young
person who is part of thisjourney. May the Holy Spirit continue to guide and empower you,
and intercede for you aways.

In Christ,
e AT s e

Cardinal Patrick D’ Rozario, csc
Archbishop Emeritus of Dhaka
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Golden Jubilee of Justice and Peace Commission (1974-2024)

Some Personal Sharing
Cardinal Patrick D’'Rozario, csc.

I. Personal Interest: In my Academic Studies and Teaching ministry in Moral Theology, the
Social Teachings of the Church played a very Important role. Some highlights

1.

Teaching in the Major Seminary: Justice and Peace Course and Collaborator Fr. W.
Timm, csc including Social Doctrine of the Church (1976-1990)

At the background of two Synods of the Bishops on “Justice in the World” (1971) and
Evangelii Nuntiandi (1975), with endorsement of the CBCB, | was involved in
organizing a National Seminar for five full days on “Justice and Evangelization” in 1978
for Bishops and Priests of Bangladesh of whom 90% were present.

Dissemination of Social Doctrine of the Church as presented in Papal Encyclicals and
Apostolic Exhortations, Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church and FABC
Documents received special attention and priorities in Bangladesh Church.

My special interests on Social Doctrine of the Church have been expressed in the work
of translations, presentations, pastoral planning and communication through writings,
teachings, talks and lectures. This work still continues.

The following the Bishop Chairman of the Justice and Peace Commission we can
identify Four Periods in the last fifty years: Bishop Joachim Rozario, csc (1974-1981
(?) Bp. Michael D’Rozario, csc. (?1982-1989) Bp. Patrick D’Rozario (1990-2008) and Bp.
Gervas Rozario (2009---)

Il. Chairman of the Episcopal Commission for Justice and Peace, CBCB. (1990-2008).

Immediately before me was Bp. Michael D’Rozario as Chairman and Fr. R. W. Timm,
csc. as Executive Secretary: Main issues were: Rights of Garment Workers, Just Salary
in the Church, Domestic workers, Migrant Workers, Rights of the Adibashis, etc.

Commission Members were increased to 20-25 persons representing all the Dioceses
and Desks. Secretaries: Fr. R. W. Timm, csc, Dr. Lawrence Das, and Fr. Albert Rozario)
During this period the most important activities were:

(a) Shifting of focus from National to grass-roots level. Awareness programs for
education in justice and Peace, called Chetonayan, was developed and activities
planned, providing also Legal assistance to the victims of injustice.

(b) Separation of Justice and Peace Commission from (East Asian People’s
Organization), HOTLINE (Hongkong), known as human rights activists took place.

(c) Activities to bring the Social Teachings of the Church through Formation programs
at Diocesan and Parish levels with financial subsidies from projects funded by
some Church Development Agencies.

(d) Planning and Working in close Cooperation with Caritas Bangladesh in order to
have its own ad-intra ongoing formation as well as ad-extra mission and activities
of Caritas Bangladesh.

(e) Translation of “Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church” by a Team of
Translators was done and published by the Commission for dissemination of the
social teachings.



(f) In the light of new issues of Social Teachings of the Church, the philosophy of and
mandate for Caritas Bangladesh were updated.
(g) Concerns for Migrants and Refugees.

1. Justice and Peace Commission (2008-2025): Bishop Gervas Rozario as Chairman
and Secretaries— Sharing may be done by them.

. Suggestions for Future Orientation of the Commission.

a) | appreciate the contributions that the Commission has been making in the
fields of: Climate change, Safeguarding, Ecological and environmental
concerns (Laudato si); Prison ministry, Migrants and Refugees, Trafficking, etc.

b) | suggest some areas of considerations for future engagement of the
Commission :

» Develop some modular courses for regular training on specific issues of the
Social Teachings of the Church.

» Formation of Leaders of the Christian Lay Organizations and Associations
in the Social Teachings of the Church.

» Priority of Human (moral) Formation for those who are engaged in human
development. Modular courses for training should be developed including
subjects like: human dignity and rights, ethical formation of the human
person who has fourfold relations: to Individuals, to Communities, to
Creation and to God (Creator, Protector and Savior).
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